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Police officers fussle wifh Occupy Wall Sfreef profesfers as fhey 
parade fhrough lower Manhaffan, in New York, Nov. 17, 2011. 
Hundreds of demonsfrafors from Zuccoffi Park clashed wifh fhe police 
as fhey fried fo reach fhe New York Sfock Exchange on Thursday 
morning, and af leasf 75 were arresfed, fhe police said. 

(Roberf Sfolarik/The New York Times) 


Page 2 


Cara Buckley 
© 2011 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Nearly a thou¬ 
sand protesters took to the 
streets of Lower Manhat¬ 
tan on Thursday, clashing 
with the police and tossing 
aside metal barricades to 
converge again on Zuc- 
cotti Park after failing in an 
attempt to shut down the 
New York Stock Exchange. 
Organized weeks ago, the 
so-called day of action 
come two days otter the 
police cleared the Occupy 
Wall Street encampment 
from Zuccotti Park in an 
early-morning raid. 
Removed from the park 


that had become their de 
facto headquarters, pro¬ 
testers looked to Thursday - 
two months to the day otter 
the demonstrations began 
- to gauge the support and 
mettle that the movement 
still retained. 

“We failed to close the 
stock exchange, but we 
took back our park,” said 
Adam Forooqui, 25, of 
Queens. “That was a real 
victory." 

By Thursday afternoon, 
about 175 people hod 
been arrested, many after 
rough confrontations with 
the police. After staging 
protests near the stock ex¬ 


change, protesters returned 
to Zuccotti Pork, which hod 
been surrounded by police 
barricades, with one or two 
entrances monitored by 
police officers, as well as 
by private security officers 
working for Brookfield Prop¬ 
erties, the park's owner. 

But protesters tossed aside 
the barricades and rushed 
in as officers tried to keep 
them out, with some offi¬ 
cers shoving demonstrators 
and throwing punches. 

On Thursday afternoon, 
the police led a man with 
a bloodied face from the 
park. Onlookers said the 
man had flicked the hat off 


a police officer’s head and 
rushed into the crowd. He 
was later apprehended by 
the police, and, according 
to a witness, Jo Robin, 29, 
from New Orleans, he was 
beaten. 

The police said the hand of 
an officer was badly cut by 
a shard of glass wielded by 
a protester near Zuccotti 
Park. 

The police said that the in¬ 
jured officer would prob¬ 
ably require 20 stitches and 
that the officer’s attacker 
was in custody. 

Four other officers were be¬ 
ing evaluated at a hospital 
for possible injuries after an 


acidic liquid of some sort 
was thrown at them. 

At a Midtown gathering of 
business leaders on Thurs¬ 
day, Mayor Michael R. 
Bloomberg indicated that 
he empathized with the 
demonstrators’ grievances, 
saying the protests were 
a dire sign of the public’s 
economic fears. 

“The public is getting 
scared,” he said. “They 
don’t know what to do, 
and they’re going to strike 
out. They just know the sys¬ 
tem isn't working, and they 
don’t want to wait around.” 


Continued on next page 
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Occupy Wall Street protesters scuffle with police in New York, Nov. 17, 2011. Hundreds of 
protesters from Zuccotti Park clashed with the police as they tried to reach the New York Stock 
Exchange Thursday morning, and at least a dozen were arrested. 

(Chang W. Lee/The New York Times) 


Protesters clash with police in New York 


Continued from Front 


The mayor later visited 
Bellevue Hospital Center, 
along with the police com¬ 
missioner, Raymond W. Kel¬ 
ly, to visit officers wounded 
in the clashes. Protesters 
began gathering at 7 o.m. 
on lower Broadway across 


be quickly met by metal 
barricades and thick cor¬ 
dons of police. Over the 
next three hours, the pro¬ 
testers wound their way 
through the heart of the 
financial district, breaking 
off into groups, and were 
repeatedly met by the po¬ 
lice. At one point, the pro¬ 


batons. The morning was 
marked by increasingly 
tense standoffs. Shortly be¬ 
fore 10 o.m., o large group 
of people dancing and 
chanting at the corner of 
Broad Street and Beaver 
Street was rushed by the 
police, who began throw¬ 
ing people to the ground. 



Police officers fussle wifh Occupy Wall Sfreef protesters os they parade through lower Manhattan, 
in New York, Nov. 17, 2011. Hundreds of demonstrators from Zuccofti Park clashed wifh the police 
as they tried to reach the New York Stock Exchange on Thursday morning, and at least 75 were 
arrested, the police said. 

(Robert Stolarik/The New York Times) 


from Zuccotti Park. By 7:30, 
the crowd had swelled to 
hundreds, and protesters 
walked south on Broadway 
toward Wall Street, only to 


testers engulfed police ve¬ 
hicles, forcing them to halt, 
and broke police lines, only 
to be pushed back by met¬ 
al barricades and swinging 


Though some traders ap¬ 
peared to have a hard 
time getting to work, the 
stock exchange opened 
for trading as usual at 9:30 



Man charged 
with trying to 
kiii Obama 



This image provided by the U.S. Park Police shows an undated 
image of Oscar Ortega. Oscar Ramiro Ortega-Hernandez, 

21, was charged Thursday with attempting to assassinate the 
president or his staff. He is accused of firing nine rounds at the 
White House last Friday night — one of fhem cracking a window 
of the first family’s living quarfers — when Obama and fhe firsf 
lady were away. If convicfed, Ortega faces up fo life in prison. 

(AP Photo/U.S. Park Police) 


JESSICA GRESKO 
JESSIE L BONNER 
Associated Press 
BOISE, Idaho (AP) — A man 

accused of firing an assault 
rifle at the White House be¬ 
lieved he was Jesus and 
thought President Barack 
Obama was the Antichrist, 
according to court docu¬ 
ments and those who knew 
him. 

At one point, he even sug¬ 
gested to an acquaintance 
the president was planning 
to implant computer track¬ 
ing chips into children. 
Oscar Ramiro Ortega-Her¬ 
nandez, 21, was charged 
Thursday with attempting 
to assassinate the president 
or his staff. 

He is accused of firing nine 
rounds at the White House 
lost Friday night — one of 
them cracking a window of 
the first family’s living quar¬ 
ters — when Obama and 
the first lady were away. If 
convicted, Ortega faces 
up to life in prison. 

Ortega was arrested 


Wednesday at a western 
Pennsylvania hotel when a 
desk clerk there recognized 
him and called police. 
Ortega's public defender, 
Christopher Brown, de¬ 
clined comment after his 
first court hearing in Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Ortega's mother has said 
he has no history of men¬ 
tal illness, though when 
authorities were looking for 
him, they reported he had 
“mental health issues.” 

In Idaho Falls, where Orte¬ 
ga is from, a computer 
consultant told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that the two met 
July 8 after Ortega asked 
for help editing a 30-minute 
infomercial. 

Monte McCall said that 
during the meeting at Orte¬ 
ga's family’s Mexican res¬ 
taurant, Ortega pulled out 
worn sheets of yellow pa¬ 
per with handwritten notes 
and started to talk about 
his predictions that the 
world would end in 2012. 
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Energy secretary defends Solyndra loan 



Steven Chu, Secretary ot the Department of Energy, testifies to the Subcommittee on Oversight and 
investigations of the House Energy and Commerce Committee in Washington, Nov. 17, 2011. Chu 
told the subcommittee Thursday that he was never contacted by White House staff regarding a po¬ 
litical decision on a half-billion-dollar loan to Solyndra, a solar company that later went bankrupt. 

(Philip Scott Andrews/The New York Times) 


MATTHEW L. WALD 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The bank¬ 
ruptcy of Solyndra, the so¬ 
lar power company that 
took $528 million in govern¬ 
ment loons, was “extreme¬ 
ly unfortunate,” Secretary 
of Energy Steven Chu told 
lawmakers on Thursday. But 
he rejected a suggestion 
put forward by a Republi¬ 
can that he or his depart¬ 
ment should apologize. 
Companies fail when “the 
bottom of the market falls 
out,” Chu testified before a 
subcommittee of the House 
Energy and Commerce 
Committee. That, he said, is 
what happened to the so¬ 
lar panel business, for two 
reasons that he maintained 
could not be foreseen. 

“This company and several 
others got caught in a very, 
very bad tsunami,” he said. 
New plants to manufacture 
solar panels started up in 
China and elsewhere, while 
the market for the panels 
was softening because of 
economic troubles in Eu¬ 
rope. Prices dropped 70 
percent in 2 1/2 years, he 
said. But Republicans pur¬ 
sued the theme that the 
problem was incompe¬ 
tence and political influ¬ 
ence. Rep. Clifford Stearns, 


R-Fla. and chairman of the 
Oversight and Investiga¬ 
tions Subcommittee, which 
held the hearing, said, “It is 
readily apparent that se¬ 
nior officials in the admin¬ 
istration put politics before 
the stewardship of taxpay¬ 
er dollars.” 

Chu said he had come 
into office in January 2008, 
trying to speed up a loan 
guarantee process that 
had been established by 
a 2005 law, but which had 
not at that point resulted in 
any actual loans. His goal, 
he said, was to create jobs 
in a faltering economy. 

Chu also stressed that pri¬ 
vate investors had put 
more than half a billion dol¬ 
lars into Solyndra, which 
had a new design for light¬ 
weight solar modules. 
“When it comes to the 
clean energy race, Ameri¬ 
ca faces a simple choice: 
compete or accept de¬ 
feat,” he said. “I believe we 
can and must compete.” 
His prepared testimony 
also took an indirect dig 
at some members of Con¬ 
gress. “We appreciate the 
support the loan programs 
have received from many 
members of Congress - in¬ 
cluding nearly 500 letters 
to the department - who 


have urged us to acceler¬ 
ate our efforts and to fund 
worthy projects in their 
states,” the statement said. 
Stearns, though, com¬ 
plained that the policy was 
simply an effort to keep 
President Barack Obama 
on a “green jobs pedestal.” 
“Two of the first three deals 
approved under Secretary 
Chu's acceleration policy 
have now blown up and 
filed for bankruptcy,” he 
said, referring as well to a 
Massachusetts energy stor¬ 
age company. Beacon 
Power. “No one has admit¬ 
ted any fault whatsoever, 
and the president and our 
Democrat colleagues just 
shrug and say, ‘'Hey, some¬ 
times things don't work 
out.'" Chu was the only wit¬ 
ness. The hearing has two 
focuses: the business judg¬ 
ment of the Energy Depart¬ 
ment and the White House; 
and the possibility of po¬ 
litical influence. The chair¬ 
man of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee, 
Rep. Fred Upton, R- Mich., 
asked in an opening state¬ 
ment, “What did Secretary 
Chu know about the situa¬ 
tion at Solyndra, and when 
did he know it, and how 
did he act on this informa¬ 
tion, if atall?''a 
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A pro-Syrian regime protester, waves a Syrian flag from a foun¬ 
tain during a demonstration in Damascus, Syria, during a protest 
against the Arab League meeting being heid in Morocco. The 
Arab League is expected to formaiize its weekend decision to 
suspend Syria from the Arab League, for faiiing to end its crack¬ 
down against anti-government protesters. 

(AP Photo/Muzaffar Saiman) 


Syria's president still has 
bulwark against his foes 


ELIZABETH A. KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — As his Arab 
neighbors abandon him 
and his allies in Moscow 
warn of impending civil 
war, Syrian President Bashar 
Assad still has a strong bul¬ 
wark to prevent his meet¬ 
ing the same fate as the 
leaders of Egypt, Tunisia or 
Libya anytime soon. 

His key advantages are the 
support of Russia and Chi¬ 
na, fear among many Syr¬ 
ians about a future without 
Assad, and the near-cer- 
tainty that foreign militaries 
will stay away. 

But after eight months, the 
popular uprising is morph¬ 
ing into an increasingly 
bloody armed conflict that 
will test Assad’s strongest al¬ 
legiances. “This is all looking 
very much like a civil war,” 
Russian Foreign Minister Ser¬ 
gey Lavrov said Thursday in 
Moscow, expressing alarm 
over an attack this week 
by the Free Syrian Army, a 
group of army defectors 
determined to bring down 
the regime. There was no 
sign that Russia’s support 
for Damascus was waver¬ 
ing; indeed, Lavrov ap¬ 
peared to be condemn¬ 
ing anti-regime forces for 
the escalating bloodshed. 
Lavrov also urged Syrian 
and opposition forces alike 
to cease violence and ne¬ 
gotiate. “It is not a secret 
that along with the peace¬ 
ful demonstrators, whose 
strivings and demands we 


support, there is more and 
more participation from 
groups of armed people 
who have an entirely dif¬ 
ferent agenda from reform 
and democracy in Syria,” 
he said. 

Asked about Lavrov's re¬ 
marks, U.S. State Depart¬ 
ment spokesman Mark Ton¬ 
er said Washington does 
not view the conflict as a 
“civil war.” 

“There has been a con¬ 
cern expressed around the 
world at the possibility of 
an escalation in violence,” 
Toner said. “But again, 
let’s be very clear that the 
primary author of the vio¬ 
lence in Syria is the Assad 
regime.” Toner added; “It’s 
not surprising that Assad’s 
campaign of violence 
against the Syrian people 
has led to this, but it’s a 
very dangerous path.” 

Until recently in the uprising, 
most of the violence came 
as security forces fired on 
mainly peaceful protests. 
But there have been grow¬ 
ing reports of army defec¬ 
tors and armed civilians 
fighting Assad’s forces — a 
development that some 
say plays into the regime’s 
hands by giving govern¬ 
ment troops a pretext to 
crack down with over¬ 
whelming force. 

Assad blames the unrest on 
a foreign plot to destabilize 
Syria, saying extremists and 
terrorists — not true reform- 
seekers — are driving the 
calls to oust him. □ 
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Policy and politics coiiide as Obama enters campaign mode 


JOHN M. BRODER 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The sum¬ 
mons from President Barack 
Obama came without 
warning the Thursday be¬ 
fore Labor Day. As she 
was driven the four blocks 
to the White House, Lisa P. 
Jackson, the administrator 
of the Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency, suspected 
that the news would not be 
good. What she did not see 
coming was a rare public 
rebuke the president was 
about to deliver by reject¬ 
ing her proposal to tighten 
the national standard for 
smog. The half-hour meet¬ 
ing in the Oval Office was 
not a negotiation; the 
president had decided 
against ratcheting up the 
ozone rule because of the 
cost and the uncertainty it 
would impose on industry 
and local governments. He 
clearly understood the sci¬ 
entific, legal and political 
implications. He told Jack- 
son that she would have 
an opportunity to revisit the 
Clean Air Act standard in 
2013 - if they were still in of¬ 
fice. We are just not going 
to do this now, he said. 

The White House an¬ 
nounced the decision the 
next morning, infuriating 
environmental and pub¬ 
lic health advocates. They 
called it a bald surrender 
to business pressure, an 
act of political pandering 
and, most galling, a cold¬ 
blooded betrayal of a loyal 
constituency. “This was the 
worst thing a Democratic 
president had ever done 
on our issues," said Gene 
Karpinski, president of the 
League of Conservation 
Voters. “Period." 

The full retreat on the smog 
standard was the first and 
most important environ¬ 
mental decision of the pres¬ 
idential campaign season 
that is now fully under way. 
An examination of that de¬ 
cision, based on interviews 
with lobbyists on both sides, 
former officials and policy¬ 
makers at the upper reach¬ 
es of the White House and 
the EPA, illustrates the new 
calculus on political and 
policy shifts as the White 
House sharpens its focus on 
the president’s re-election. 
Industry groups and their 
Republican allies praised 


the move, which leaves 
a far more lenient ozone 
rule in place for at least a 
year. But then they reeled 
off a dozen other proposed 


environmental, labor and 
health regulations they also 
wanted killed. 

In the weeks since that de¬ 
cision, the administration 
has made a number of oth¬ 
er environmental decisions, 
sending mixed messages 
that left both environmen¬ 
talists and industry lobby¬ 
ists perplexed. Two major 
clean air rules have been 
delayed, at least temporar¬ 
ily. The Interior Department 
announced a significant 
expansion of offshore drill¬ 
ing in the Arctic and the 
Gulf of Mexico over the 
next five years. Last week, 
the administration bowed 
to pressure from protesters, 
environmental groups, and 
residents and officials in Ne¬ 
braska in announcing that it 
would delay a decision on 
the bitterly contested Key¬ 
stone XL oil pipeline until af¬ 
ter the 2012 election. 

Taken together, the moves 
mark the White House’s 
growing awareness of the 
costs of environmental reg¬ 
ulation in a battered econ¬ 
omy. The ozone decision 
pitted Jackson, a Princeton- 
trained chemical engineer 
and self-described “New 
Orleans girl," against the 


White House chief of staff, 
William M. Daley, a son and 
brother of bare-knuckled 
Chicago mayors who was 
brought in to help repair 


relations with business and 
Congress. It also shows the 
clout of Cass R. Sunstein, 
the legal powerhouse who 
serves, mostly behind the 
scenes, as the president’s 
regulatory czar with the mis¬ 
sion of keeping the costs of 
regulation under control. 
While Daley has recently 
given up some responsi¬ 
bilities at the White House, 
he remains the administra¬ 
tion’s conduit for business 
interests. 

The ozone decision was jar¬ 
ring because it was wholly 
unexpected. Jackson con¬ 
sidered resigning but soon 
abandoned the idea as a 
futile gesture. 

Many of the president’s 
supporters remain unset¬ 
tled, fearing that the ozone 
decision meant he was 
abandoning environmental 
issues. But White House offi¬ 
cials cite two major vehicle 
emissions rules, the pipeline 
delay and the president’s 
stated promise to carry 
through on other clean air 
measures as evidence of 
the administration’s devo¬ 
tion to their causes. 

REVISITING A LAW 
In his inaugural address, 
Obama promised to “re¬ 


store science to its rightful 
place” in making govern¬ 
ment environmental policy 
He also pledged to revisit 
environmental rules set 


by the administration of 
George W. Bush that his 
administration felt were too 
weak. 

The standard for ozone was 
last set in 2008 by the Bush 
administration at a level of 
75 parts per billion, above 
the range of 60-70 ppb rec¬ 
ommended by the EPA’s 
scientific advisory panel 
at the time, but never en¬ 
acted. Environmental and 
public health groups chal¬ 
lenged the Bush standard 
in court, saying it would en¬ 
danger human health and 
had been tainted by politi¬ 
cal interference. Smog lev¬ 
els have declined sharply 
over the last 40 years, but 
each incremental improve¬ 
ment comes at a significant 
cost to business and gov¬ 
ernment. 

So Jackson asked health 
and environmental groups 
to hold their lawsuit in abey¬ 
ance while she reconsid¬ 
ered the ozone standard, 
a job she expected to 
complete by the summer 
of 2010. Until then, an out¬ 
dated ozone standard of 
84 parts per billion, set by 
the EPA of the Bill Clinton 
administration in 1997, re¬ 
mained the law.. □ 



Guru apologizes 
for sweat lodge 
victims 


FELICIA FONSECA 
Associated Press 
PRESCOn, Arizona (AP) 

— A self-help author con¬ 
victed in the deaths of 
three people following an 
Arizona sweat lodge cer¬ 
emony expressed remorse 
Thursday, making his first 
extensive comments in 
open court before a pros¬ 
ecutor argued he should 
be locked up for the next 
nine years and called him 
a dangerous man. 

Yavapai County Superior 
Court Judge Warren Dar- 
row will determine James 
Arthur Ray’s fate Friday 
after listening to six days 
of testimony in a mitiga¬ 
tion hearing. The sentenc¬ 
ing comes more than two 
years after Ray led dozens 
of people in the ceremony 
near Sedona with a prom¬ 
ise that they would experi¬ 
ence breakthroughs in their 
lives. 

While defense witnesses 
said Ray is a compassion¬ 
ate man who should get 
probation and be given 
a chance to help others 
through his teachings, pros¬ 
ecutor Sheila Polk argued 
that his events progres¬ 
sively became more dan¬ 
gerous and he ignored the 
sweat lodge participants 
who were in distress. She 
said Ray lacked internal 
boundaries as she argued 
for the maximum sentence 
in the case. 

“The idea that this court 
should balance the value 
of Mr. Ray’s teachings and 
this opportunity for him to 
reach people in the future 
against three deaths is dis¬ 
tasteful,” she said. 

“What Mr. Ray did with 
his power, with the trust 
placed in him is irreversible 
to some. 

Mr. Ray took that authority, 
that blinding trust that peo¬ 
ple seemed to have in him 
and abused it." 

Defense attorney Tom Kel¬ 
ly said Ray never forced 
anything upon the par¬ 
ticipants who paid around 
$10,000 apiece for his Spiri¬ 
tual Warrior seminar that 
culminated with the sweat 
lodge ceremony, nor did 
he cause harm to others in 
prior events.Q 



A petroleum refinery along State Highway 225 in Pasadena, near Houston. An examination of the 
president’s decision to reject tougher smog standards shows how the interests of his re-election 
campaign couid be influencing White House poiicy. 

(Michael Stravato/The New York Times). 
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Mormon ad campaign seeks to improve perceptions 


LAURIE GOODSTEIN 
© 2011 New York Times 

After Sunday worship in 
recent months. Mormon 
bishops around the country 
gathered their congrega¬ 
tions for on unusual Power¬ 
Point presentation to unveil 
the church's latest strategy 
for overcoming what it colls 
its “perception problem.” 
Mormon leaders had hired 
two big-nome advertising 
agencies in 2009, Ogiivy & 
Mather and Hall & Partners, 
to find out what Americans 
think of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
Using focus groups and sur¬ 
veys, they found that Amer¬ 
icans who hod any opinion 
at oil used adjectives that 
were downright negative: 
“secretive,” “cultish,” “sex¬ 
ist,” “controlling,” “pushy,” 
“onti-goy.” 

On seeing these results, 
some of those watching 
the presentation booed 
while others laughed, ac¬ 
cording to people in the 
meetings. But then they 
were told that the church 
was ready with o response: 
o multimillion dollar televi¬ 
sion, billboard and Inter¬ 
net advertising campaign 
that uses the tagline, “I’m a 
Mormon.” 

The campaign, which be¬ 
gan lost year but was re¬ 


cently extended to 21 me¬ 
dia markets, features the 
personal stories of mem¬ 
bers who defy stereotyp¬ 
ing, including o Hawaiian 
longboord surfing champi¬ 
on, a fashion designer and 
single father in New York 
City and a Haitian-Ameri- 


can woman who is mayor 
of o small Utah city. 

“We're not secretive,” Ste¬ 
phen B. Allen, managing 
director of the church's mis¬ 
sionary department, who is 
in charge of the campaign, 
said in an interview. “And 


we're not scared of what 
people think of us. If you 
don’t recognize the prob¬ 
lem, you can't solve the 
problem. If nobody tells 
you you hove spinach in 
your teeth, how would you 
know?” 

Church leaders like Allen 


soy that the timing and ten¬ 
or of the campaign hove 
nothing to do with the po¬ 
litical campaigns of two 
Mormons running for presi¬ 
dent: former Republican 
governors Mitt Romney, 
the putative front-runner. 



Mayor Mia Love, a Mormon who has appeared in a video ad 
for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, at her office 
in Saratoga Springs, Utah, Nov. 15, 2011. The church's muiti- 
miiiion billboard and internet ad campaign uses the tagline “i 
am a Mormon” whiie featuring the personai stories of members 
who defy stereotyping, including a Hawaiian longboard surfing 
champion, a fashion designer and single father in New York City, 
and Mayor Love. 

(Michael Friberg/The New York Times) 


Kissinger: Jews ‘seif-serving’ 


BARRY SCHWEID 
AP Diplomatic Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

American Jewish groups 
lobbying the Nixon White 
House on behalf of their 
Soviet brethren got under 
Henry Kissinger’s skin in de¬ 
manding intense pressure 
on Moscow to the point 
that he denounced them 
to o White House colleague 
os self-serving “bastards,” 
newly released documents 
indicate. 

Among appeals flooding 
the White House was one 
from the Israeli prime minis¬ 
ter, Golda Meir, to President 
Richard M. Nixon in August 
1972 asking him to protest 
to the Kremlin its levying of 
fees for exit permits. 

The White House, defending 
its strategy of quiet diplo¬ 
macy, sought to assure the 
American Jews that Nixon 
was very concerned about 


the plight of Soviet Jews, 
had taken up the issue with 
Soviet leaders directly and 
remained convinced that 
quiet diplomacy was the 
best approach, the docu¬ 
ments related. 

A White House official, 
Leonard Garment, saying 
he was flooded with letters 
and phone calls with Jew¬ 
ish appeals, asked Kissinger 
for help and guidance. 

The late Alexander Haig, 
then Nixon’s national se¬ 
curity adviser, sent him Mrs. 
Meir’s letter and said, “We 
will have to consider the 
best means by which to 
proceed.” 

According to transcripts 
released by the State De¬ 
partment, Kissinger, who 
was Haig’s deputy, said to 
Garment: “Is there a more 
self-serving group of peo¬ 
ple than the Jewish com¬ 
munity?” Kissinger is Jewish. 


Garment, also Jewish, re¬ 
plied: “None in the world.” 
At this point, Kissinger was 
quoted as saying “What 
the hell do they think they 
are accomplishing?” 
Kissinger went on: “You 
can't even tell bastards 
anything in confidence be¬ 
cause they'll leak it.” 

But Kissinger said he would 
take up the issue with So¬ 
viet Ambassador Anatoly 
Dobrynin and also meet 
again with Jewish leaders. 
“They ought to remember 
what this administration has 
done,” he said. 

The remarks were con¬ 
tained in documents deal¬ 
ing with U.S.-Soviet relations 
released by the State De¬ 
partment. 

A call to Kissinger's New 
York office seeking com¬ 
ment was not immediately 
returned late Thursday.Q 


and Jon M. Huntsman Jr. To 
avoid the perception it was 
trying to influence politics, 
the church is intentionally 
not airing the campaign in 
states that have early pri¬ 
maries, going so far as to 
cancel their advertising in 
Las Vegas when Nevada 
moved up its primary, said 
Allen. And yet, the church’s 
campaign could prove to 
be a pivotal factor in the 
race for the presidency. The 
Mormon image problem is 
a problem not only for the 
church, but also for Rom¬ 
ney. For all their success 
professionally and finan¬ 
cially, Mormons still face 
a level of religious bigotry 
in the United States equal 
only to that faced by Mus¬ 
lims. Mormons make up less 
than 2 percent of the U.S. 
population; the church says 


it has 6 million members in 
this country out of 14 million 
worldwide. They believe in 
Jesus Christ, read the Bible 
and consider themselves 
Christian, but their theol¬ 
ogy differs significantly 
from traditional Christian¬ 
ity. They claim three ad¬ 
ditional books of scripture, 
including “The Book of Mor¬ 
mon.” They believe that 
the prophet Joseph Smith, 
who founded the church 
in 1830, restored Christianity 
to its true path. 

Polls taken during the last 
presidential race showed 
that 4 in 10 Americans said 
they would not vote for a 
Mormon for president. While 
some more recent polls 
have shown a slight soften¬ 
ing of attitudes, a Mormon 
candidate still has a huge 
hurdle to overcome. □ 
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US candidate Gingrich defends big contracts 


STEVEN R. HURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

intense scrutiny focused 
on any front-running U.S. 
presidential candidate now 
illuminates Newt Gingrich 
and the big payments he 
took from the government- 
backed home mortgage 
operation — one that fellow 
conservative Republicans 
threaten to dismantle. 

The former House of 
Representatives leader 
received at least $1.6 million 
from consulting contracts 
with the mortgage agency, 
Freddie Mac, from 1999 
to 2008, according to a 
person familiar with the 
hiring. The person spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
to address a personnel 
matter. Freddie Mac and 
its larger sister institution, 
Fannie Mae, have become 
targets for intense criticism 
stemming from the housing 
crisis that helped drive 
the United States deep 
into recession and has 
hampered recovery. 
Gingrich himself criticized 
Barack Obama in 2008 
for accepting campaign 
contributions from 

executives of the federally 


backed mortgage 

companies. 

The companies guarantee 
a vast majority of mortgages 
now being issued by U.S. 
banks and other financial 
institutions. 

Gingrich, the one-time 
nemesis of former President 
Bill Clinton, is the latest 
in a series of Republican 
candidates to face public 


scrutiny after emerging 
as a main challenger to 
Mitt Romney, the former 
governor of Massachusetts. 
Romney, the favorite of the 
Republican establishment, 
has held steady at or near 


the top of the pack of 2012 
hopefuls but has been 
unable to rise much above 
a modest 25 percent in the 
polls. So far, Romney has 
seen vigorous but short¬ 
lived competition from 
Congresswoman Michele 
Bachmann, Texas Gov. 
Rick Perry and businessman 
Herman Cain. 

Gingrich hasgainedtraction 


as the latest anti-Romney, 
so-called because the most 
conservative Republican 
voters have refused to 
accept the patrician former 
businessman and governor 
as their nominee.Q 



Republican presidential candidate, former House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich speaks during a roily at the Jacksonville Landing, 
Thursday, Nov. 17, 2011, in Jacksonville, Flo. 

(AP Photo/Stephen Morton) 
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John Liu, New York’s City Comptroiier, speaks at the Organization 
of Staff Anaiysts meeting in New York, Nov. 17, 2011. The former 
state attorney generai hired iast month by Liu’s campaign to 
conduct an internai review of its fundraising practices formaiiy 
resigned a day after a federai investigation focused on Liu ied to 
criminai charges against one of his fund-raisers. 

(Uii Seit/The New York Times) 


Fundraiser for city 
comptroiier arrested 
in campaign inquiry 


William K. Rashbaum 
David W. Chen 
Benjamin Weiser 
© 2011 New York Times 
NEW YORK - A fundraiser 
for the New York City 
comptroller, John C. 
Liu, whose campaign 
finances ore under federal 
investigation, was arrested 
Wednesday on charges 
that he helped illegally 
funnel thousands of 
dollars into Liu’s campaign 
account, according to 
court papers and people 
briefed on the case. 

A criminal complaint 
unsealed Wednesday 
says an undercover agent 
from the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation posed as 
a businessman seeking 
to donate $16,000 to an 
unidentified candidate 
for citywide office in New 
York. That candidate, the 
people briefed on the 
cose said, was Liu. 

The complaint details how 
the fundraiser, Xing Wu 
Pan, in a series of meetings 
secretly recorded by the 
FBI, helped the purported 


businessman circumvent 
the city-imposed limit of 
$4,950 for individual donors 
by recruiting 20 fictitious, or 
straw, donors. 

The arrest represents the 
latest political blow for Liu, 
a popular Democrat from 
Queens who has been 
reeling from questions 
about whether he relied 
on straw donors os port of 
his aggressive fundraising 
machine. 

It is unclear from the 
charges whether Liu 
may have known of the 
scheme. Pan told the 
purported businessman 
that they would organize 
a fundraiser in which a 
handful of straw donors 
would attend to make it 
appear that the money 
was coming from many 
people, the complaint said. 
But Pan said it would be 
made clear to Liu that the 
event was underwritten by 
the businessman. 

“Here’s the thing, only (the 
candidate) knows it’s your 
event,” Pan told the agent, 
the complaint said. □ 
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Candidate Cain receives Secret Service protection 


PHILIP ELLIOTT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Her¬ 
man Cain became an 
Thursday the first Republi¬ 
can presidential candidate 
ta receive Secret Service 
protection, a spokesman 
tor the presidential guard 
agency said. 

Cain requested the secu¬ 
rity and Homeland Security 
Secretary Janet Napolitano 
and congressional leaders 
approved his request Thurs¬ 
day, Secret Service spokes¬ 
man Ed Danovan said. 

Elite agents were expected 
tc begin prctecting the ter¬ 
mer pizza company execu¬ 
tive sometime Thursday. 
Death threats against Cain, 
who had been experienc¬ 
ing a bounce in the polls, 
triggered his request, ac¬ 
cording to an official with 
knawledge of the situation 
who asked not to be iden¬ 
tified because of the sensi¬ 
tive nature of the situation. 


Secret Service protection is 
given to each party's pres¬ 
idential nominee, but can 
be pravided earlier if there 
is a credible threat. Then- 


Sen. Barack Obama re¬ 
ceived his Secret Service 
detail in May 2007, more 
than a year before he 


captured the Democratic 
ncminaticn. 

Cain has been dagged in 
recent weeks by allega- 
tiens of sexual harassment 


by women who worked for 
him when he headed the 
Natianal Restaurant Assa- 
ciation, an industry trade 
graup, in the 1990s. He has 


denied the charges. 

Cain's pall numbers have 
sunk as he has struggled 
ta explain the allegatians 
and avercame stumbles 
when discussing campaign 
issues, such as U.S. policy in 
Libya. 

Even so, Cain continues to 
run strong among Republi¬ 
can voters. 

“The people that are on the 
Cain train, they don't get 
off because of that crap,” 
Cain said Thursday in New 
Hampshire, hours before his 
request for protection was 
appraved.Q 

Republican presidential can¬ 
didate, businessman Herman 
Cain speaks during a rally 
with supporters.Thursday, 
Nov. 17,2011, in Nashua, N.H. 
(AP Photo/Jim Cole) 



US man sues Southwest 
over drink coupons 


CHICAGO (AP) — Sauth- 
west Airlines says it's review¬ 
ing a lawsuit filed by a man 
wha claims the discaunt 
carrier awes him 45 free al¬ 
coholic drinks. 

Adam J. Levitt of Illinois filed 
a federal lawsuit this week 
against the Dallas-based 
discount carrier over a 
change in its drink coupon 
policy. 

Levitt says far years he 
booked flights for the Busi¬ 
ness Select class, which 
gave travelers drink cou¬ 
pons worth $5 with no expi¬ 
ration date. But the lawsuit 


claims Southwest changed 
its palicy last year saying 
Business Select travelers 
cauld only use coupons on 
the day of travel printed 
on them. 

The lawsuit calls Levitt's 45 
unredeemed coupons a 
breach of contract. 

The lawsuit seeks class- 
action status for Southwest 
customers nationwide who 
have unredeemed drink 
caupans. 

Sauthwest spakeswaman 
Katie McDonald did nat 
after further comment 
Thursday.Q 
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Chavez deploys Notional Guard to help fight crime 


CHRISTOPHER TOOTHAKER 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— President Hugo Chavez 
ordered thousands of Na¬ 
tional Guard soldiers into 
the streets of Venezuela's 
capital and surrounding 
states Thursday, urging 
them to help outgunned 
police curb widespread vi¬ 
olent crime. 

“We've been fighting and 
reducing overall crime 
rates, but we've fallen short 
when it comes to the num¬ 
ber of homicides,” Chavez 
told National Guard troops 
holding assault rifles as they 
stood in formation at a 
downtown plozo. 

More than 3,200 troops 
were deployed to the 
streets of Caracas os well 
os the surrounding states of 


Miranda and Vargas, ac¬ 
cording to Gen. Miguel Vi¬ 
vas Londino, commander 
of the new security force. 
Venezuela has one of Latin 
America's highest murder 
rates. 

The government has not 
released official statistics 
tallying annual killings for 
several years, but statistics 
released by human rights 
groups and academic or¬ 
ganizations indicate Ven¬ 
ezuela has become one of 
the most dangerous coun¬ 
tries in Latin America. 

From 1998 through 2010, 
the yearly homicide rate 
tripled, rising from 19 for 
every 100,000 residents in 
the South American na¬ 
tion to 57 per 100,000, ac¬ 
cording to the Venezuelan 
Violence Observatory, a 
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Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez touches his head os he speaks during a ceremony to deploy 
troops in Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, Nov. 17, 2011. More than 3,200 troops were deployed to 
the streets of Caracas os well os the surrounding states of Miranda and Vargas, according to Gen. 
Miguel Vivos Landino, urging them to help outgunned police curb widespread violent crime. 

(AP Photo/Ariono Cubillos) 


Caracas-based academic 
organization that closely 
tracks crime statistics and 
trends. 

Other violent crimes such as 
kidnapping and armed rob¬ 
bery have also increased in 
recent years in Venezuela. 
As ransom kidnappings 


have soared, the govern¬ 
ment passed a revised law 
in 2009 that stiffened prison 
sentences for kidnapping 
and also allows authorities 
to freeze the banks ac¬ 
counts of victims’ families to 
prevent them from paying 
ransom. 


Kidnappings have soared 
over the last decade, the 
Venezuelan Violence Ob¬ 
servatory says. Reports of 
kidnappings increased 
from 52 in 1998 to 618 in 
2009, when the organiza¬ 
tion last compiled com¬ 
plete statistics.Q 


Former Mexican ruling party builds momentum 


E. EDUARDO CASTILLO 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexi¬ 
co’s former ruling party has 
won bock the support of 
the country’s largest union, 
building further momentum 
behind the party’s bid to 
return to the presidency in 
July’s national elections. 
Two pillars of Mexico’s 
once-dominant autocratic 
power structure were re¬ 
united by Thursday’s an¬ 
nouncement that the po¬ 
litical arm of the 1.5 million- 
member teachers union 
will support the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party, or PRI, 
in next year’s race. 

The PRI scored its second 
important tactical victory in 
less than a week by forming 
a coalition with the teach¬ 


ers’ New Alliance Party and 
with Mexico’s small Green 
Party. 

On Sunday, the PRI won 
control of the governorship 
of the state of Michoocan, 
defeating the candidates 
of the two parties it will face 
in the presidential race. 
One of those, the Demo¬ 
cratic Revolution Party, an¬ 
nounced its own electoral 
alliance Thursday with two 
smaller leftist groups, the 
Labor Party and the tiny 
Citizens’ Movement. 

All three parties are expect¬ 
ed to back Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador, who nar¬ 
rowly lost the 2006 election 
to President Felipe Calde¬ 
ron. 

But the leftist coalition has 


an uphill struggle against 
the PRI, which once con¬ 
trolled every significant in¬ 
stitution in Mexico as it held 
the presidency without 
interruption from 1929 to 
2000. It was widely accused 
of rewarding loyalty with il¬ 
legal payoffs and punishing 
opponents with retaliation 
from powerful government 
agencies. 

It says it has reinvented it¬ 
self by purging corruption 
and allowing free-ranging 
internal debate since los¬ 
ing the president’s office in 
the 2000 elections. But the 
teachers union is widely 
seen as a symbol of the 
corruption that prevailed 
in Mexico during the PRI’s 
seven decades in power.Q 
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Portugal court refuses to send US fugitive home 


BARRY HATTON 
Associated Press 
LISBON, Portugal (AP) — A 

Portuguese court has de¬ 
nied a U.S. request for the 
extradition of captured 
American fugitive who 
spent 41 years on the run 
in a journey that took him 
across three continents, 
and included the brazen 
1972 hijacking of a jet from 
America to Algeria. 

George Wright, 68, who 
was released from house 
arrest, told reporters Thurs¬ 
day he was “very happy, 
morally and spiritually,” with 
the decision. He claimed 
his extradition to serve the 
rest of a sentence for o fa¬ 
tal New Jersey gas station 
robbery in 1962 was not jus¬ 
tified because accomplic¬ 
es fired the shots that killed 
the owner. 

Wright also admitted the 
plane hijacking and said 
he committed it os a mili¬ 
tant member of the Black 
Liberation Army “to fight for 
black rights...to support the 
hopes of black people” — 
but is now a changed man. 
“I'm not the person I was 
then," said a relaxed Wright, 
occasionally smiling, at a 
news conference in his law¬ 
yer's office attended by his 
Portuguese wife and their 
two grown children. 
American authorities were 
seeking his return to serve 
the rest of his 15- to 30-year 
jail sentence. He was cap¬ 
tured in Portugal in Sep¬ 
tember after a fingerprint 
provided by U.S. authorities 
was matched to his in a na¬ 
tional database the coun¬ 
try maintains for all citizens 
and legal residents. 

Wright’s lawyer, Manuel 


Luis Ferreira, told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press that the judge 
accepted his arguments 
that Wright is now Portu¬ 
guese and that the statute 
of limitations on the killing 
had expired. He expects 
American authorities will 
appeal the decision, but 
the judge immediately re¬ 
leased Wright from house 
arrest. 

U.S. Justice Department 
spokeswoman Laura Swee¬ 
ney said American officials 
are “extremely disappoint¬ 
ed” with the outcome, call¬ 
ing Wright “o convicted 
murderer guilty of on ex¬ 
tremely serious crime which 
falls squarely within the 
terms of our bilateral extra¬ 
dition treaty with Portugal.” 
Sweeney did not say 
whether an appeal will be 
filed, but said American 
authorities “expect Portu¬ 
gal to abide by its treaty 
obligations in this cose. We 
will review the court’s deci¬ 
sion and consult with Portu¬ 
guese authorities to deter¬ 
mine a path forward that 
results in Mr. Wright’s return 
to the United States.” 

Details of the judge’s de¬ 
cision were not available 
because Portuguese court 
proceedings for extradi¬ 
tions and many other cases 
ore conducted in secrecy 
with no public access to 
the proceedings, filings or 
decisions. 

Wright spent seven years 
in a U.S. prison for the New 
Jersey murder before es¬ 
caping in 1970, and was on 
the run for 41 years until his 
arrest. 

Authorities say Wright and 
three associates had al¬ 
ready committed multiple 



American fugitive George Wright talks with his lawyer AAanuel 
Luis Ferreira, left, before a news conference at his lawyers’ office 
Thursday, Nov. 17 2011, in Lisbon. A Portuguese court on Thurs¬ 
day denied a U.S. request for the extradition of Wright, now o 
Portuguese citizen. Wright spent seven years in a U.S. prison for o 
1962 murder in New Jersey before escaping in 1970, and was on 
the run for 41 years until his arrest in Portugal in September 2011. 
Wright has been under house arrest for the past four weeks at his 
home near Lisbon, wearing an electronic tag that monitors his 
movements. 

(AP Photo/Armando Franco) 


U.S. officials will appeal the 
case and insisted that the 
extradition attempt “has 
not all been done for noth¬ 
ing.” 

“The entire world now 
knows what this man did,” 
said Patterson, who has re¬ 
peatedly expressed disbe¬ 
lief at Wright’s contention 
that he never opened fire. 
Wright was captured in 
the seaside village near 
Lisbon where he has lived 
since 1993, and was jailed 
for about two weeks un¬ 
til a judge released under 
house arrest. 

Ferreira previously told The 
AP he would argue Wright 
is now a Portuguese citizen 
and if forced to serve out 
the sentence should do so 
in Portugal because of his 
citizenship, but Thursday’s 
decision was an even big¬ 
ger victory because it set 
him free. □ 


armed robberies on Nov. 
23, 1962, when Walter Pat¬ 
terson, a decorated World 
War II veteran and father 


THE CINEMAS 


of two, was shot dead in 
his gas station in Wall, New 
Jersey. 

But Wright insisted Thursday 
that he never fired a shot in 
the holdup and pleaded 
“no defense” to the mur¬ 
der charge because his 
lawyer advised it avoid a 
life sentence or the death 
penalty. 

“I didn’t kill anyone. I ac¬ 
companied someone 
(who) committed a crime. 
They sentenced me on that 
particular aspect,” Wright 
said, speaking in fluent Por¬ 
tuguese. “I didn’t shoot. 
That was others.” 
Patterson’s daughter, Ann, 
said in an email she hopes 
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GAO reports on delays In US quake aid for Haiti 



PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— U.S.-funded projects 
seeking to help Haiti rebuild 
after last year's earthquake 
have suffered numeraus 
delays, a report by the U.S. 
Congress' chief auditor 
said Thursday. 

The report from the Govern¬ 
ment Accountability Office 
focused on energy, ports 
and shelter projects for 
which the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
and the State Department 
set aside $412 millian. 

It said holdups stemmed 
from a number of difficul¬ 
ties, ranging tram problems 
in staffing the missian after 
the January 2010 earth¬ 
quake to an inability to 
award shelter contracts 
because of unclear land 
titles in Haiti. 

The report noted that 10 of 
the 17 U.S. government em¬ 
ployees in Haiti left just after 
the quake, and there was 
na mechanism to quickly 
replace them cr expand 
staff numbers. 

Remaining staff members 
were forced to take on 
duties outside their areas 
of expertise while it took 
months to fill the vacan¬ 
cies, the GAO said. 

It said patential applicants 
declined to apply, citing 
a damaged schaol where 
U.S. Embassy personnel 
send their children, uncer¬ 
tainty about quality of life 
issues and a lack of finan¬ 
cial incentives. And once 
personnel were hired, they 
didn't arrive in Haiti until a 


year after the quake be¬ 
cause their families and 
households had to be 
moved. 

Some employees also 
needed six months of lan¬ 
guage training. 


The mission plans to have 
all its Foreign Service of¬ 
ficers assigned to Haiti by 
February 2012, the report 
said. 

Loaking at reconstructian 
efforts, the report said there 


were delays in awarding 
infrastructure construction 
contracts because there 
was only one U.S. officer in 
Haiti authorized to award 
contracts of more than $3 
millian. 


It said there were also other 
snags in cantracting. 

The U.S. missian was six 
weeks behind schedule 
in awarding a $15 million 
contract to build a power 
source for an industrial park 
outside the coastal city of 
Cap-Haitien. The delays 
stemmed tram giving con- 
tractars time to respond 
to USAID's requirements, 
among other factors. 

There was an effort to 
break ground on a “dem¬ 
onstration” settlement of 
200 houses on the first anni¬ 
versary of the earthquake 
but the mission couldn't 
obtain proper land titles to 
build, the GAO said. 

Haiti’s land registry hasn’t 
been updated for de¬ 
cades, and many of the 
records that did exist were 
last in the earthquake. 
USAID respanded to the 
GAO report by saying it 
agreed that staffing dif¬ 
ficulties delayed projects, 
but said it had mobilized 
temporary staff to Haiti af¬ 
ter the quake. 

In a written statement, 
USAID Chief Operating Of¬ 
ficer Sean Carroll said the 
agency has alsa pravided 
an accelerated ane-on- 
ane language training 
program for its staff and is 
working to boost Foreign 
Service staff. 

Congress has allocated 
more than $1.14 billion in 
reconstruction money for 
Haiti. The bulk of that mon¬ 
ey goes toward USAID and 
the State Department.Q 
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Pakistani Ambassador to US caught in controversy 



Pakistani ambassador in Washington Husain Haqqani, ieft, taiks 
with Richard Hoibrooke, former U. S. Speciai representative for 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, in isiamabad, Pakistan. Pakistan says 
it has not decided whether to accept a resignation offer from ifs 
ambassador to the U.S. over a reported attempt to eniist Wash¬ 
ington's heip to rein in the country's miiitary after the raid that 
kiiied Osama bin Laden in June. 

(AP Photo/B.K. Bangash) 


CHRiS BRUMAAin 
Associated Press 
iSLAMABAD (AP) — The 

Pakistani government said 
Thursday that it has not de¬ 
cided whether to accept 
a resignation offer from 
its ambassador to the U.S. 
over a reported attempt 
to enlist Washington’s help 
to rein in the country's mili¬ 
tary otter the raid that killed 
Osama bin Laden. 

The government has sum¬ 
moned Ambassador Hu¬ 
sain Haqqani to Islamabad 
to question him about any 
role he may have played 
in the growing controversy, 
which was first disclosed in 
an Oct. 10 column in the 
Financial Times, said Far- 
hatullah Babar, a Pakistani 
presidential spokesman. 
Mansoor Ijaz, a U.S. citizen 
of Pakistani origin, said in 
the column that a senior 
Pakistani diplomat asked 
him on May 9 — a week af¬ 
ter U.S. commandos killed 
bin Laden in a Pakistani 
garrison town — to pass a 
message from President 
Asif Ali Zardari to the U.S. 
asking for help. Ijaz did not 
name the diplomat. 

Zardari was reportedly wor¬ 
ried that the U.S. raid had 
so humiliated his govern¬ 
ment, which did not know 
about it beforehand, that 
the military may stage a 
coup — something that 
has happened repeatedly 
in Pakistan's history, said 
Ijaz. 

The memo sent to Adm. 
Mike Mullen, the top U.S. 
military officer at the time, 
reportedly offered to curb 
support to Islamist militants 
from Pakistan's military in¬ 
telligence service, the ISI, 
in exchange for American 
assistance, Ijaz said. 

But Mullen's spokesman, 
Capt. John Kirby, con¬ 
firmed to Foreign Policy's 
website Wednesday that 
Mullen did receive the 
memo from Ijaz, but he 
did not find it credible and 
ignored it. “Adm. Mullen 
had no recollection of the 
memo and no relationship 
with Mr. Ijaz," Kirby said. 

Ijaz has a history of making 
claims to be well-connect¬ 
ed with U.S. politicians. Un¬ 
der the Clinton administra¬ 
tion, he said U.S. officials 
told him Sudan was willing 


to turn over then-fugitive 
Osama bin Laden, who 
was taking refuge there. 
Ijaz said Clinton National 
Security Adviser Sandy 
Berger refused the deal be¬ 
cause he was unwilling to 
do business with Sudan — a 
claim derided by Republi¬ 
cans that Berger immedi¬ 
ately denied. 

Haqqani said Thursday that 
he did not write or deliver 
the memo, but offered his 


resignation to end the con¬ 
troversy. 

“I do not want this non-issue 
of an insignificant memo 
written by a private indi¬ 
vidual and not considered 
credible by its lone recipi¬ 
ent to undermine democ¬ 
racy," Haqqani told The As¬ 
sociated Press. 

Haqqani is expected to 
travel to Islamabad in 
the next few days so that 
the government can de¬ 


termine who should be 
blamed for the incident, 
Boborsaid. He said the gov¬ 
ernment has not received a 
formal letter of resignation 
from Haqqani, and talk of 
what would happen to him 
was “premature." 

The controversy is said to 
have outraged the Paki¬ 
stani army, considered the 
most powerful institution 
in the country. The army 
chief, Gen. Ashfaq Pervez 
Kayani, met with Pakistan’s 
president in recent days, 
but the outcome of those 
discussions is unclear. 
Haqqani’s resignation 
would create more uncer¬ 
tainty in the already trou¬ 
bled relationship between 
Pakistan and the U.S. The 
bin Laden raid in the town 
of Abbottabad severely 
strained ties, as have U.S. 
drone strikes targeting mili¬ 
tants in Pakistan's rugged 
tribal area along the Af¬ 
ghan border. 

Suspected U.S. drones fired 
four missiles at a compound 
in the Razmak area of North 
Waziristan on Thursday, kill¬ 
ing eight alleged militants 
and wounding two others 
in the third such strike in as 


many days, said Pakistani 
intelligence officials, speak¬ 
ing on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because they were 
not authorized to talk to 
reporters. Elsewhere in the 
tribal region, Pakistani secu¬ 
rity forces pounded militant 
hideouts in Orakzai and 
Kurram, killing 37 suspected 
militants, said government 
officials. The figures could 
not be independently veri¬ 
fied because of the difficul¬ 
ty of reporting in the tribal 
region. The U.S. has con¬ 
ducted around 200 drone 
strikes in recent years in 
North Waziristan, the main 
sanctuary for al-Qaida and 
Taliban militants in Pakistan. 
The U.S. does not acknowl¬ 
edge the CIA-run drone 
program in Pakistan public¬ 
ly, but officials have said pri¬ 
vately that the strikes have 
killed many senior al-Qaida 
and Taliban commanders. 
Pakistani officials have criti¬ 
cized the strikes as viola¬ 
tions of the country’s sov¬ 
ereignty, but the govern¬ 
ment is widely believed to 
have supported the strikes 
in the past and even let the 
drones take off from bases 
inside Pakistan. □ 
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In Texas Senate race, new face, familiar script 


KATE ZERNIKE 
© 2011 New York Times 
RICHLAND HILLS, Texas - 

The National Review cov¬ 
er proclaimed him “the 
great conservative hope." 
George Will declared him 
“os good os it gets." Influ¬ 
ential conservatives en¬ 
dorsed him and gave him 
speaking slots alongside 
presidential candidates at 
national gatherings, where 
the crowds rewarded him 
with standing ovations. 

Two years ago, all this at¬ 
tention went to Marco Ru¬ 
bio of Florida, a little-known 
conservative challenger 
who transformed grass¬ 
roots anti-incumbent fever, 
a powerful personal story 
and populist oratory into 
a victory that upended on 
establishment Republican 
running tor the U.S. Senate. 
This year, the attention is 
going to another Cubon- 
American, Ted Cruz, who 
is trying to stage a similar 
upset in the Republican pri¬ 
mary for the Senate race in 
Texas. 

A true believer's true be¬ 
liever - as a teenager, he 
earned scholarship money 
delivering speeches on 
Friedrich Hayek - Cruz has 
become the darling of 
conservative leaders look¬ 
ing to reinforce the right- 
ward shift of the Republi¬ 
can Party. The primary, in 
March, will test whether 
the Tea Party energy that 
helped elect so many con¬ 
servatives in 2010 still packs 
punch enough to over¬ 
come the establishment 
advantages ot money and 
name recognition. 

At 40 (his campaign aides 
note that he is just six 
months older than Rubio), 
Cruz wants to be part of a 
new generation of lead¬ 
ers to fill what he calls “the 
weeping, screaming void 
of effective free-market 
champions.” 

“I ask people, how many 
people inspire you? How 
many people are effec¬ 
tively making the cose?” 
he said in an interview 
here. 

“If you really believe that 
we’re fighting to save our 
country, how many people 
are effectively making the 
argument?" 

“What I think is at stoke in 


2012," he said, “is whether 
the five or six strong conser¬ 
vatives elected to the Sen¬ 
ate in 2010 become 10 or 
12. And if that happens, it 
will fundamentally shift the 
character of the Senate. It 
will shift the balance." 

In more than a year cam¬ 
paigning, Cruz has become 
a fixture at Tea Party events. 
So has his father, Ratael, 
whose story terms the emo¬ 
tional core ot Cruz’s pitch 
to voters. 

As a teenager, Cruz’s ta- 
ther tought with the rebels 
against the Batista govern¬ 


ment in Cuba, and was 
captured and tortured, be¬ 
fore fleeing to the United 
States in 1957. He arrived in 


Austin at 18 with little English 
and $100 sewn into his un¬ 
derwear. He washed dishes 
for 50 cents on hour to work 
his way through the Univer¬ 
sity of Texas, then started a 
business in Houston. 

“When I was a kid, my fa¬ 
ther would always say, 
‘When we faced oppres¬ 
sion in Cuba, I had a place 
to flee to. It we lose our 
freedom here, where do 
we go?’” Cruz tells audi¬ 
ences. “There’s no question 
that better explains why I 
am running for Senate." 
Cruz was born in Calgary, 


Alberta, where his parents 
were working in the oil busi¬ 
ness. Back in Houston for 
high school, he entered 


speech contests run by the 
Free Enterprise Institute. Stu¬ 
dents learned the “Ten Pil¬ 
lars ot Economic Wisdom,” 
a government-out-ot-the- 
economy manifesto based 
on the work of libertar¬ 
ian thinkers such as Hayek, 
Frederic Bastiat, Ludwig von 
Mises and Milton Friedman, 
then wrote and memorized 
20-minute speeches about 
it. As one ot the citywide 
winners for four years, Cruz 
traveled the state, speak¬ 
ing to civic groups for $50 
or $100 a speech. 

The institute then chose him 


to be one of its “Constitu¬ 
tional Collaborators,” who 
spent hundreds of hours 
debating the Constitution. 


Using a mnemonic device 
to memorize it, they toured 
the state, writing it out tor 
audiences. It made Cruz an 
early adopter ot the world 
view that now characteriz¬ 
es Tea Party politics, where 
federal involvement in 
health care or the econo¬ 
my (and many of the roles it 
has assumed since the New 
Deal) is socialism, and an 
abuse of the Constitution. 
At Princeton, he wrote his 
thesis on the Ninth and 10th 
Amendments, the core ot 
the states’ rights argument. 
It also directed him toward 
politics. 

After graduating from 
Harvard Law School, he 
clerked for Chief Justice 
William H. Rehnquist, and 
served in the Bush admin¬ 
istration at the Federal 
Trade Commission and the 
Justice Department. 

In 2003 he was named so¬ 
licitor general in Texas, and 
in five years wrote 70 briefs 
to the Supreme Court 
and argued before it nine 
times, winning cases that 
defended, among other 
things, the state’s right to 
have a monument to the 
Ten Commandments at 
the Capitol, the Pledge 
of Allegiance (after it was 
struck down tor including 
“under God”), and the 
sovereignty of the United 
States against a judgment 
from the International 
Court of Justice. 

He has run a largely na¬ 
tional campaign, seek¬ 
ing out and receiving en¬ 
dorsements from groups 
like FreedomWorks and the 
Club for Growth, as well os 
from conservative senators 

- Mike Lee ot Utah, Rand 
Paul of Kentucky, Patrick 
J. Toomey of Pennsylvania 
and Jim DeMint of South 
Carolina - and the con¬ 
servative radio host Mark 
Levin. Introduced at the 
Values Voters Summit in 
Washington last month, 
Cruz was praised as a can¬ 
didate with the intellectual 
skills ot Lee - who also oust¬ 
ed an establishment Re¬ 
publican last year in Utah 

- and the story of Rubio. 

He strode the stage of the 
cavernous ballroom as he 
spoke, without notes, liken¬ 
ing 2012 to the dawning of 
the Reagan era in 1980. □ 






Ted Cruz, a candidate in the Repubiican primary for the Senate race in Texas, speaks at the 
Tarrant County U.S. Senate Forum at Richiand Hiiis United Methodist Church in Richiand Hiiis, 
Texas. This year, Cruz, who is trying to stage an upset in the Repubiican primary in Texas, has 
become the dariing of conservative ieaders iooking to reinforce the rightward shift of the 
Repubiican party. 

(Mark Graham/The New York Times) 



Ted Cruz, a candidate in the Repubiican primary for the Senate race in Texas, on a conference 
caii at a Starbucks in San Antonio. 

(Ben Skiar/The New York Times) 
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A match created in heaven: 


Screaming Eagle hosts Marques de Caceres wine gala 





EAGLE BEACH - It was a 

match from heaven: din¬ 
ner at exquisite Scream¬ 
ing Eagle Restaurant com¬ 
bined with the outstanding 
wines of the Spanish House 
of Marques de Cdceres. 
Last Wednesday evening 
was enhanced by the pres¬ 
ence of Marketing Manag¬ 
er of the bodega, Joel Mar¬ 
tinez. Seventy guests were 
held in thrall, not only by 
the unique quality wines of 
the 40-year old bodega in 
the heart of Rioja Alta, but 
also by Chef Erwin Husken's 
wonderful culinary cre¬ 
ations. 

The wines are represented 
on the island by Arion Wine 
Company of Vinologist Go- 
vert van der Hout. 

Dinner consisted of two 
amuses: pan-fried shrimps 
wrapped in Serrano ham 
and a Spanish omelet with 
poached egg, fish roe and 
truffle mayonnaise to which 
a Blanco Joven, a young, 
fruity wine produced from 
the Viura grape, was 
matched. Pan-fried scal¬ 
lops with a salad of rucola. 



membrillo of apple, chorizo 
chips and cherry balsamic 
vinegar were served and 
a Rosado, a dry, very nice 
rose of mainly Tempranil- 
lo grapes, enhanced the 
taste of the different ingre¬ 
dients. 

Then there was a moment 
of revered silence for the 
top wines of the evening: 
the Gaudium and the Paco 
Rabanne. 

The Gaudium is a fine wine 
of the remarkable 2004 
vintage with limited avail¬ 
ability; the 2005 Paco Ra¬ 
banne is an outstanding, 
limited series-wine with a 
fragrant, very complex and 
intriguing bouquet. The two 
wines accompanied Three 
Times Beef: grilled, confit 


and stewed, served with 
croquettes of cabrales pi- 
cos cheese, braised onions 
and an olive and red wine 
sauce. It was a breath¬ 
taking combination. The 
enthusiastic guests were 
then treated to dessert: a 
refreshing lemon pie with 
yoghurt ice cream. A semi¬ 
sweet Satinela dessert wine 
was poured to comple¬ 
ment this final course. 
Arion’s Govert van der Hout 
thanked those present, in 
particular Joel Martinez for 
his delightful presence, chef 
Husken for his outstanding 
dinner and the Screaming 
Eagle staff for their wonder¬ 
ful and attentive service. 
This was undoubtedly an 
evening to remember.Q 
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Cafe the Plaza’s 18^*' annual 
Golf Tournament is coming up 



Golfers have been looking 
forward fo it the entire year, 
but now the time is here: 
the Plaza Golf Open 2010 is 
ready for lift-off. 


Held on Saturday, Novem¬ 
ber 26, this fun golf event 
will see its shotgun start at 
13.00 hrs.at the fantastic 
Tierra del Sol golf course. 


The format is a two-men 
scramble and the expec¬ 
tation is that between 40 
and 50 teams will register. 
"This is a tournament with¬ 
out any big prizes, it is all 
about having fun,” tells 
Hans Nooter, avid golfer 
and co-owner of sponsor 
Cafe the Plaza in the Re¬ 
naissance Marketplace. 
After playing 18 holes, the 
tired golfers are expected 
at Cafe the Plaza for a few 
reviving drinks and a bite to 
eat. 

They can expect an excel¬ 
lent buffet complete with a 
salad bar before the prizes 
are handed out. 

Prizes will be given out to 
the best three teams, for 
the Longest Drive and Clos¬ 
est to the Pin winners. 
Registration for the tourna¬ 
ment is possible at Tierra 
del Sol at 586-7800 with golf 
pro Adam Williams.Q 



MR. Joseph Karnath and Mrs. 
Patricia Karnath honored at 
Caribbean Palm Village 

Recently Mr. Joseph Karnath and Mrs. Patricia Karnath 
resident of Cheektowaga New York were honored as 
distinguished visitors after returning to Aruba for 10 and 
20 years consecutive. The symbolic honorary title is pre¬ 
sented in the name of the Minister of Tourism as a token of 
appreciation to guests who visit Aruba between ten and 
twenty consecutive years. Ms. Darline de Cuba repre¬ 
senting Aruba Tourist Authority and Mr. Farley Croes con¬ 
ducted the ceremony held at Caribbean Palm Village. 
The main reason they return Aruba's spectacular is for the 
Happy Island, and the great weather, white sand beach 
and local food. □ 



• TOMORROW • 

Don’t miss Super BINGO Saturday! 

$1,000 in CASH PRIZES & Progressive Bingo! 


Get a FREE Alhambra T-Shirt 
when you earn 500 points 
today with your 
Alhambra Advantage Card! 


Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS BOOK' 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 


Alhambra cap may be substituted for t-shirt. 


Where Aruba goes to play 


Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 * 583.5000 • www.easinoalhambra.eom 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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Dm Village hosts a Surprise Birthday 
Bash for Sandy, Krissy and Michelle 





Oranjestad - Divi Village 
Golf & Beach Resort 
recently hosted o surprise 
birthday bosh for three of its 
VIP guests, singing Happy 
Birthday and treating 
them to a delicious cake. 
On hand to wish Sandy, 
Krissy and Michelle a very 
happy birthday were 
General Manager Gerrit 
Griffith and representatives 
from each of the resort's 
departments, as well os 
theirtravelling companions. 
The birthday ladies ore here 
on the island, enjoying a 
special getaway together 
with other representatives 
of the Fuccillo Automotive 
Group, the world’s largest 
KIA dealer and one of the 
largest cor dealers in New 
York. Every year the Fuccillo 
Group sends its Office 
managers. Accounting 
managers and Human 
Resources administrators 
from New York and Florida 


on a special trip to a different 
location. For this year’s trip, 
the 24 hardworking women 
were delighted when they 
found out that they would 
be going to Aruba and 
staying at the Divi Village 
Golf & Beach Resort. 


As you con see from the 
pictures, the ladies have 
been enjoying their time 
on the island, competing 
in a putting contest at Divi 
Links and celebrating the 
birthdays of Sandy, Krissy 
and Michelle. a 


On Popular Demand 
Announces 
the Re-Introduction 


Sessions daily 
at 8:00PM and 9:30PM 

ALrIM CA^iVO CtDS^Sr TO VEGAS IS ARUSA 


Aura Casino is locoled m llio Occidental Grand Arubo 
J.E. Ifousquin Blvd, B3, Polm Beach 
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Aruba is ready for holiday season at Paseo Herencia 





PASEO HERENCIA - A new, 
but soon beloved holiday 
tradition has came to Aru¬ 
ba; the gala “lighting of 
the tree," which delightfully 
heralds the holiday season 
at Paseo Herencia Shop¬ 
ping Center in Palm Beach. 
It can almost be compared 
to the famous moment in 
Rockefeller Center in New 
York for enthusiastic atten¬ 
dance and seasonal ambi¬ 
ance. 

There may nat be snaw 
an the graund, and those 
enjoying the event are not 
bundled up, as only light 
summer clothing is all that 
is needed, but the spirit of 
the season abounds. Friday 
evening, November 11, 
the mail’s management 
welcomed a “packed 
hcuse” at island visitors and 
residents who came ta en¬ 
joy the regional traditians 
at the end at the year, in¬ 
cluding popular “Gaita” 
bands which originate from 
the Zulia district of Venezu¬ 
ela. “Gaita Las Unicas” and 
“Goza Gaita” gave rousing 
performances in the mall's 
amphitheater with two of 
Aruba’s most impressive 
“Kerstbooms", likely the 
tallest an the island, as a 
backdrop. 

Local media personalities 
Ruben Garcia and Gher- 
ryldine Muller are famous 
for showcasing the best of 
the Christmas Season on 
their special holiday show 
on ATV, and they could not 
miss this event! 


The night is so special; it 
even brings aut Aruba’s 
“Father of Culture,” and 
co-composer of the is¬ 
land’s natianal anthem, 
Juan Chabaya “Padu” 
Lampe, 

namesake of the mall’s 
central plaza, and his fam¬ 
ily. 


This fantastically fun night 
at Paseo Herencia Mall is 
the vanguard of the holi¬ 
days in Palm Beach, a night 
when visiters and residents 
at all ages mix and mingle, 
feeling the excitement and 
anticipation of the special 
days coming and their end 
of the year celebrations.Q 
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Kershaw runs away with NL CY Young voting 

Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Clayton Kershaw speaks during a baseball news conference at Dodger Sta¬ 
dium in Los Angeles, Thursday, Nov. 17, 2011. Kershaw won the National League Cy Young Award on Thursday. 

Associated Press 
Page 




New brain 
study to test 
100 former 
NFL players 

RACHEL COHEN 
AP Sports Writer 

The researchers studying a 
degenerative brain disease 
in former athletes plan to 
test about 100 retired NFL 
players to try to learn how 
to diagnose the condition 
during life. 

For now, the only way to 
confirm Chronic Traumatic 
Encephalopathy is by ex¬ 
amining brains after death. 
The Boston University cen¬ 
ter that has analyzed the 
brains of more than 70 for¬ 
mer athletes is starting a 
three-year study of living 
patients. The Center for the 
Study of Traumatic Enceph¬ 
alopathy at BU's School of 
Medicine also will recruit 50 
retired elite athletes from 
non-contact sports as a 
comparison group, co-di- 
rector Robert Stern told The 
Associated Press on Thurs¬ 
day. 

The first subject completed 
the two days of extensive 
testing Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

Until CTE can be diagnosed 
during life, it's impossible to 
develop treatments or to 
determine how to prevent 
it. Stern said. 

“We need answers on this 
disease really quickly," he 
said. 

Co-director Dr. Ann McKee 
has found CTE in more than 
50 former athletes; in the 
past year alone, the list has 
included sports stars Dave 
Duerson of the NFL and 
Rick Martin of the NFIL. 


Continued on Page 18 
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U.S. golfer Tiger Woods, left, shakes hands with his 
former caddie Steve Williams after the Presidents 
Cup Golf Tournament at Royal Melbourne Golf 
Course in Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, Nov. 17, 
2011. The handshake between Woods and Williams 
was routine. The loss by Woods and Steve Strieker 
turned out to be the real drama in the Presidents 


Cup. 
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Venus to make comeback 
against Serena in Colombia 


MILAN (AP) — Venus Wil¬ 
liams plans to make her 
comeback in on exhibition 
match against her sister 
Serena in Colombia next 
Wednesday otter being 
forced to pull out of the 
U.S. Open because of an 
immune system disease. 
Venus told Thursday’s 
Gazzetta dello Sport that 
she has changed her diet 
to fill it with vegetables af¬ 
ter being diagnosed with 
Sjogren’s syndrome, which 
con cause fatigue and 
joint pain. 

After playing Serena in Me¬ 
dellin, Venus will then pair 
with her sister against Ital¬ 
ian pair Francesca Schia- 
vone and Flavia Pennetta 
in another exhibition match 
in Milan on Dec. 3. 

Serena also hasn’t played 
since losing to Sam Stosur in 
the U.S. Open final. 

“I did a lot of medical ther¬ 
apy and a serious evalu¬ 
ation of my diet to under¬ 
stand which foods help 
control the symptoms bet¬ 
ter,” Venus Williams told the 



Serena Williams arrives at the 
Google and T-Mobile party 
celebrating the launch ot 
Google Music, Wednesday, 
Nov. 16, 2011, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

Gazzetta, which is sponsor¬ 
ing the Milan exhibition. 
“And that’s why I’ve com¬ 


pletely changed my diet 
and filled it with a lot of 
vegetables. In the mean¬ 
time, I’ve continued to 
keep myself fit with tennis 
and in the gym,” Venus 
added. “I’m very confident 
in my progress.” 

Having also missed a large 
part of this season due 
to injuries, Venus’ ranking 
has fallen to No. 103. She 
is planning to return to the 
WTA Tour in January at the 
ASB Classic in Auckland, 
New Zealand. 

“The London Olympics are 
a big goal,” the five-time 
Wimbledon champion 
said. 

“I would like to continue 
playing at my best level. I 
love tennis and the racket 
seems like it was mode ex¬ 
plicitly for my hand. 

“Within the next 12 months. 
I’m expecting to get back 
to the top of the rankings in 
singles and doubles. I want 
to play all year long. I’ve 
still got a lot of work to do 
but it doesn’t scare me — 
I’m used to it.”G 


In this Nov. 14, 2011 photo. Hall of Fame football player Forrest 
Gregg talks about his battle with Parkinson’s disease during an 
interview in Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Associated Press 


Elias, Brodeur lead Devils 
to 5-3 win over Sabres 


The Associated Press 
BUFFALO, New York (AP) — 

Patrik Elias had a goal and 
assist, Martin Bradeur made 
29 saves, and Ilya Kaval- 
chuk scored in his return 
from a groin injury in the 
New Jersey Devils’ 5-3 win 
over the Buffalo Sabres on 
Wednesday. 

Playing in his fourth game 
since a shoulder injury 
forced him to miss six, Bro- 
deur’s best save came with 
6 minutes left in the secand 
periad when he snagged 
Jason Pominville’s shot from 
point-blank range with his 
glove. 

Brodeur has allowed 10 
goals since his return. 

Zach Parise, 

Mark Fayne, 

and David Clarkson also 
scored for the Devils (9-7- 
1), who won for the second 
time in three games. New 
Jersey last 4-3 at Bostan on 
Tuesday. 

Tyler Myers scored twice af¬ 


ter a one-game benching, 
Jordan Leopold added a 
gaal, and Jhanas Enroth 
allowed five goals on 19 
shots. 

*Canadiens 4, Hurricanes 0 
At Montreal, Carey Price 
made 25 saves for his first 
shutout of the season and 
P.K. Subban had a goal 
and an assist to lead Mon¬ 
treal over Carolina. 

Price, who earned a sec¬ 
ondary assist on Michael 
Cammalleri’s goal 7:15 
in, recarded his first regu- 
lar-seasan shutaut since 
March 12. 

It was his 13th NHL blanking. 
Yannick Weber and Travis 
Moen also scored for Mon¬ 
treal (8-7-3), and Tomas 
Plekanec had two assists. 
The Canadiens are 7-2-1 in 
their past 10 games. 

Cam Ward stopped 32 
shots for Carolina, which 
lost 5-3 to Philadelphia on 
Monday. The Hurricanes 
are 3-8-2 in their last 13 


Chicago Blackhawks defenseman Steve Montador (5) puts Van¬ 
couver Canucks center Manny Malhotro (27) into the boards 
during the second period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, 
Nov. 16, 2011, in Vancouver, British Coiumbia. 

Associated Press 

games. SO; Montreal 4, Carolina 0; 

In other NHL games it was New Jersey 5, Buffalo 3; and 
Los Angeles 2, Anaheim 1, Chicago 5, Vancouver.Q 


players want to be able to 
do something to not only 
potentially help themselves 
but alsa ta help get the re¬ 
search mcving quickly to 
help others in the future,” 
he said. The athletes in 
the comparison group will 
include retired swimmers 
and tennis players among 
others, recruited through 
college alumni associa¬ 
tions and sports leagues.Q 




ton for a wide variety of 
tests. On the first day, they 
spend a total of about 
two hours in scanners at 
Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital for different kinds 
of neuroimaging. The sec¬ 
and day takes place at 
BU’s medical schaal and 
includes a spinal tap, a 
lengthy psychiatric inter¬ 
view, neurcicgical and 
cagnitive testing and blaad 
work. The NFL players must 
be offensive and defen¬ 
sive linemen, linebackers or 
defensive backs, because 
those positions involve the 
most repeated brain trau¬ 
ma. The subjects are be¬ 
tween the ages at 40 and 
69 and suffer tram some 
symptoms associated with 
CTE. They all had lang foot¬ 
ball careers to ensure an 
extensive history of blows 
to the head. Multiple con¬ 
cussions are not a require¬ 
ment — partly because 
players may not even 
know they had a concus¬ 
sion, and partly because 
the evidence suggests CTE 
can occur simply through 
play after play at knocks to 
the head. The NFL and the 
players’ unian are helping 
the center to contact for¬ 
mer players. Stern said the 
initial response had been 
“extremely positive.” 
“There’s a sense that former 


brain study 


Continued from Page 17 


Linked to repeated brain 
trauma, CTE is associ¬ 
ated with symptoms such 
as memary lass, impaired 
judgment, depressian, and, 
eventually, progressive de¬ 
mentia. The study, called 
DETECT, is the first on CTE 
funded by the National In¬ 
stitutes of Health. The goal 
is to find differences be¬ 
tween the NFL players and 
the athletes who haven’t 
experienced repeated 
blows to the head. 

Subjects are flawn inta Bos¬ 
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Woods birdies, U.S. ieods eariy at Presidents Cup 


DENNIS PASSA 
AP Sports Writer 
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 

— Tiger Woods ended his 
birdie drought at a wind¬ 
swept Presidents Cup on 
Friday with a ditticuit curi- 
ing downhiii putt that couid 
have gane att the green it it 
hadn’t hit the center at the 
hoie. Woods, trying to make 
up for a 7-and-6 foursomes 
ioss with Steve Strieker on 
Thursday in which they 
faiied to make a birdie, saw 


an easier effort on the first 
hoie of his fourbaiis match 
Friday iip out, enabiing Ja¬ 
son Day and Aaron Bad- 
deiey to haive the hoie. 
His birdie on the fourth, 
compiete with an exagger¬ 
ated dawnward fist pump 
by Woods, gave him and 
Dustin Jahnson a 1-up iead. 
Phii Mickeison and Jim Fu- 
ryk, who aiso won their 
opening foursomes match, 
were 2-up over Adam Scott 
and K.T. Kim after four hoies. 


as the Americans ied in four 
of six matches and the in- 
ternationais in one. 

Piayers fought strong, gust- 
ing wind from the north to 
northwest, a direction that 
aiways toughens the com¬ 
posite iayout at Rayai Mei- 
bourne. “On a scaie at 1 to 
10, I'd give it an 11 taday," 
internationai captain Greg 
Norman said about the 
conditions as the groups 
teed off. The greens be¬ 
came increasingiy fast, and 


Hollis Stacy to be Inducted 
Into World Golf Hall of Fame 



In this July 24,1977 file photo, Hollis Stacy reacts after her final putt to win the U.S. Women’s Open 
golf championship at Hazeltine National Golf Club in Chaska, Minn. Associated Press 


ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 

Four-time major winner Hollis 
Stacy has been selected to 
the World Golf Hall of Fame. 
Hall of Fame CEO Jack 
Peter and U.S. LPGA Tour 
commissioner Michael 
Whan annaunced the 
selectian an Thursday at 
the tour’s season-ending 
Titleholders event. Stacy, 
selected threugh the 
veterans categary, will 
be inducted into the Hall 
of Fame on May 7 at 
World Golf Village in St. 
Augustine, Florida. 

“When Mike Whan called 
me and said that Jack 
Peter was an the ather line, 

I thought, ‘Uh oh!’ I was 
speechless. I fatally did not 


expect it," Stacy said. “I’m 
just overwhelmed. I am 
humbled and so excited. 
It’s such a great honor 
to be in the same group 
with friends like JoAnne 
Corner, Nancy Lopez, Patty 
Sheehan, Betsy King and 
Mickey Wright.” 

Stacy won 18 times in her 
26-year U.S. LPGA Tour 
career. She won the U.S. 
Women’s Open in 1977, 
1978 and 1984, and also 
won the 1983 Peter Jackson 
Classic — later named the 
du Maurier Classic. She also 
won the U.S. Girls’ Junior 
Championship from 1969- 
71 .m“OnbehalfoftheLPGA, 

I would like to congratulate 
Hollis Stacy on this well- 


deserved honor,” Whan 
said. “Hollis was always 
known as an extremely 
competitive player with 
an impeccable short 
game and one of the most 
creative golf minds of her 
time. More importantly, she 
will long be remembered 
as a truly nice person with 
a passion for golf and life. 
She is an ambassador for 
women’s golf and we could 
not be more proud of her.” 
Stacy will join Phil Mickeison 
in the induction class. The 
Hall of Fame will round out 
the class by announcing 
the inductees from the 
international ballot and 
lifetime achievement 
categories.Q 



Tiger Woods, left, and Dustin Johnson of the U.S. team line up a 
putt on the first hole during the second round of the Presidents 
Cup golf tournament at Royal Melbourne Golf Course, in 
Melbourne, Australia, on Friday, Nov. 18, 2011. 

Associated Press 


Bubba Watson witnessed 
it firsthand on the fourth a 
group ahead of Woods. He 
watched his 20-foot curling 
birdie putt go past the hole, 
nearly stop, then continue 
to roll off the green and 
into a hollow, about 60 to 
70 feet away from him. 

Ernie Els and Rya Ishikawa 
wan the hole when Simpson 
missed a three-footer for 
par, but the Americans led 
1-up when Watsan birdied 
the sixth. Matt Kuchar and 
Strieker led Y.E. Yang and 
Robert Allenby by the same 
score when Kuchar birdied 
the par-3 third. Yang hit his 
approach into the third, 
then ran quickly up the hill 
to the green to mark his ball 
befare the wind and hard 
green cambined to send it 
back down into a hollow. 
Hunter Mahan and David 
Toms, who combined for 
a foursomes win Thursday, 
were 1-down to the South 
African pair of Retief Goos- 
en and Masters champion 


Chari Schwartzel. Goasen 
birdied the par-5 second 
for the early Internation¬ 
als lead. Bill Haas and Nick 
Watney were all square 
with the International’s 
Geoff Ogiivy and K.J. Choi 
after three holes. 

There is the chance at thun- 
dersterms later an Friday af¬ 
ternaan, so officials maved 
up the start time Friday by 
two hours. 

The Americans taok a 4-2 
points lead into Friday af¬ 
ter winning three foursomes 
matches and halving two 
Thursday. The Americans 
are trying to win the Presi¬ 
dents Cup for the fourth 
straight time. The Interna- 
tianals have only won once 
in eight tournaments — at 
Rayai Melbaurne in 1998. 
There are five faursomes 
and five fourbaiis matches 
scheduled Saturday, and 
12 singles matches Sunday. 
There are 34 points award¬ 
ed, with a team needing 
17y2 to take the trophy.Q 
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Wild cards, realignment and more interleague ahead 



Major League Baseball commissioner Bud Selig speaks after the owner’s meeting, Thursday, Nov. 
17, 2011, in Miiwaukee. 

Associated Press 


RICK GANO 
AP Sports Writer 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Major 
League Baseball will be 
making major changes in 
the next two years — add¬ 
ing two teams to the play¬ 
offs, moving the Houston 
Astros to the American 
League and extending in¬ 
terleague play to Septem¬ 
ber. 

The expanded playoffs 
could come as early as 
next year. That will put 10 
teams in the postseason, 
requiring a new wild-card 
playoff round that prob¬ 
ably will be one gome, win¬ 
ner take all. 

The altered playoff struc¬ 
ture is subject to an agree¬ 
ment on a new labor con¬ 
tract with the players' asso¬ 
ciation, 

which is expected before 
the current deal expires on 
Dec. 11. 

“We believe after a lot of 
study and a lot of thought 
that the addition of two 
wild cards will really help us 
in the long run,” said MLB 
commissioner Bud Selig, 
who called it a “historical” 
morning. 

MLB began its playoff sys¬ 
tem in 1969 and doubled 
the playoff teams to eight 
in 1994, a change delayed 
one year by a strike. This 
change will put one-third 
of the 30 teams in the post¬ 
season. In the NFL, 12 of 32 
teams make the playoffs. In 
the NBA and NHL, 16 of 30 
teams advance. 

Selig acknowledged that 
additional wild-card teams 
would have eliminated the 
drama on the final night of 
this season, when Tampa 
Bay overtook Boston and 


St. Louis moved past At¬ 
lanta. 

“You don’t do things for 
one year. You do things for 
a long period of time,” Selig 
said. 

As a condition for approv¬ 
ing the sale of the Astros 
from Drayton McLane 
to Jim Crane, the Astros 
agreed to shift from the 
National League Central 
to the American League 
West as soon os 2013, giv¬ 
ing each league 15 teams. 
It’s MLB’s first realignment 
since the Milwaukee Brew¬ 
ers went to the NL after the 
1997 season. 

“It won’t be perfect. Noth¬ 
ing in any schedule is ever 
perfect,” Selig said, “but 
this will be very good.” 

With an odd number of 
feams in each league, 
fhere will be interleague 
play from April fhrough Sep- 
fember. Since interleague 
gomes began in 1997, they 
had been concentrated 
around May and late-June. 
The Astros, 

part of fhe NL since joining 
fhe majors in 1962, will be 
geffing plenfy of frequenf 
flier miles. Insfead of going 
fo cifies in fhe Midwesf sev¬ 
eral fimes a year, f hey’ll be 
headed out to Anaheim, 
Oakland and Seattle. 

“I was in the air freight busi¬ 
ness and we were always 
flying a lof. 

So, we’ll be flying a lof,” 
Crane said. 

Buf fhey’ll have a builf-in 
rivalry wifh fhe fwo-fime AL 
champion Texas Rangers. 
An expanded playoffs 
has been debated for a 
year, since union head Mi¬ 
chael Weiner said players 
were open fo if. Players 


also pushed for 15-feam 
leagues because fhey felf 
if was harder fo make fhe 
posfseason from fhe six- 
feam NL Cenfral and eas¬ 
ier from fhe four-feam AL 
Wesf. 


CHICAGO (AP) — The Chi¬ 
cago Cubs announced 
Dale Sveum as fheir new 
manager on Thursday, 
hoping fhe Milwaukee 
Brewers hitfing coach can 
help turn around the long- 
suffering franchise. 

Sveum replaced Mike 
Quade, who was fired 
after the season by Theo 
Epstein, the team’s new 


As part of fhe Asfros' agree- 
menf fo swifch leagues, 
fhe sale price was cuf from 
$680 million fo $615 mil¬ 
lion, a person af Thursday’s 
meefing fold The Associaf- 
ed Press. The person spoke 


president of baseball op- 
erafions. 

The Cubs finished 71-91 af¬ 
ter a disappointing season 
that extended their infa¬ 
mous World Series droughf 
to 103 seasons. 

Sveum has little experi¬ 
ence as a manager, other 
than an interim stint for fhe 
Brewers lafe in 2008 af¬ 
ter Ned Yost’s firing when 


on condition of anonymify 
because defails weren’f 
announced. MLB will make 
up parf of fhe $65 million 
difference, paying McLane 
$35 million overfhree years, 
fhe person said.Q 


he led them to the MLB 
playoffs. He also served as 
Bosfon’s third base coach 
when Epstein was the 
general manager. 

Sveum was a switch-hit- 
ting shortstop for the Brew¬ 
ers and had a 25-homer 
season before his 14- 
year career fo 1999 was 
slowed offer an ouffield 
collision. □ 


Cubs hire Dale Sveum as new manager 
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Dodgers’ Clayton Kershaw easily wins NL Cy Young 


RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Clayton 
Kershaw might be the only 
one not comparing him 
with Sandy Koufox. 

Both left-handed aces for 
the Los Angeles Dodgers. 
And now both Cy Young 
Award winners. 

“I'm still uncomfortable 
with it,” Kershaw said Thurs¬ 
day otter winning his first 
NL Cy Young in a runway. 
“I don’t wont to have any 
disrespect for Mr. Koufax. 
He did it for o long time. He 
won o lot of awards and he 
won World Series. He threw 
no-hitters. Just o lot of things 
I'm not anywhere close to 
accomplishing yet. I hove 
tremendous respect for him 
and would never wont to 
ever put myself in the same 
category as him.” 

Kershaw received 27 of 32 
first-place votes and 207 
points in voting by the Base¬ 
ball Writers' Association of 
America. 

Philadelphia’s Roy Halla- 
day, last year’s winner, was 
second with four first-place 
votes and 133 points. Phil¬ 
lies teammate Cliff Lee 
was third with 90 points, fol¬ 
lowed by Arizona's Ian Ken¬ 
nedy with 76 points. 

“I always dreamed about 
playing in the big leagues. 
I never dreamed about do¬ 
ing anything special in the 
big leagues. I don't think 
any kid ever does,” Ker¬ 
shaw said. “The people I'm 
now associated with, just by 
having this award, is some¬ 
thing that I never thought 
would ever happen.” 
Koufax, among the great¬ 
est left-handers in base¬ 


ball history, won three Cy 
Youngs for the Dodgers in 
1963, 1965 and 1966. Ker¬ 
shaw has a long was to go 
before he matches those 
accomplishments. 
“Whenever you have a Cy 
Young next to your name, 
there's going to be expec¬ 
tations that go along with 
it,” Kershaw said. “When¬ 
ever I look at a pitcher and 
I see that he's won a Cy 
Young Award, I think, you 
know, this guy, he better 
be good. And that's what I 
hope to be. I hope people 
have that expectation for 
me.” 

With a big curveball that 
might be the best in base¬ 
ball, Kershaw won the NL’s 
pitching triple crown. Pitch¬ 
ing on a team that went 
82-79, he led the league 
with a 2.28 ERA and 248 
strikeouts and with a 21-5 
record tied Kennedy for 
most wins. 

The 23-year-old left-hand¬ 
er, whose previous high 
for victories was 13 in 2010, 
dominated the league dur¬ 
ing the final two months of 
the season, going 8-0 with 
a 0.96 ERA in his final nine 
starts. 

Kershaw was 5-0 against 
the defending World Series 
champion Son Francisco 
Giants, going 4-0 with a 
0.30 ERA in head-to-head 
matchups with Tim Lince- 
cum, the 2008 and 2009 
winner. 

Orel Hershiser, who won 
the 1988 Cy Young for the 
Dodgers, said Kershaw 
moved from “’good to 
great.” 

“He’s just scratching the 
surface of what he can be- 



In this Sept. 20, 2011 tile photo, Los Angeles Dodgers starting 
pitcher Clayton Kershaw follows through on a delivery to the San 
Francisco Giants during the first inning of a baseball game in Los 
Angeles. Kershaw won the National League Cy Young Award in 
voting announced Thursday, Nov. 17, 2011. 

Associated 


came and I knaw he can 
reach much higher limits,” 
Hershiser said. 

Kershaw's .207 appanents’ 
batting average was the 
second-lowest in the ma¬ 
jor leagues among quali¬ 
fied pitchers, trailing only 
Detroit’s Justin Verlander 
(.192), the unanimous AL 
Cy Young winner. Kershaw 
was especially effective 
at Dadger Stadium, where 
he went 12-1 with the low¬ 
est home ERA in the big 
leagues at 1.69. 

Las Angeles has a chance 
to sweep the two major 
NL awards. Matt Kemp is 
a favorite to win the MVP, 
which is announced Tues¬ 
day. 

It was the 10th Cy Young 
won by the Dodgers, fol¬ 
lowing Don Newcombe 
(1956), Don Drysdale 
(1962), Koufax, Mike Mar¬ 
shall (1974), Fernanda Va¬ 
lenzuela (1981), Hershiser 
and Eric Gagne (2003). 

“It’s a really cool feeling 
and amazing for him,” 
Gagne said. “He's just get¬ 
ting started. He'll prob¬ 
ably win a couple more of 
these.” 

A bargain with a $500,000 
salary, Kershaw did not 
have a bonus provision. 
Halladay won $75,000 for 
finishing second and Lee 
$50,000 for finishing third. 

A Dallas native who still lives 
in Texas, Kershaw said he 
comes from an area where 
“football is king.” 

Still, if kids want to emulate 
him, they can play base¬ 
ball in the springtime. 
“Anything ta stay away 
from lacrosse, in my opin¬ 
ion,” he said, laughing.Q 
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Lower birth rates for U.S. women tied to economy 



In this Wednesday, Aug. 6, 2009 file photo. Nurse Jozie Kovar, checks the heartbeat of one of 
eight babies at Jamestown, N.D. Hospital. 

Associated Press 


AAIKESTOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
ATLANTA (AP) 

- Health officials say birth 
rates for America's young¬ 
est mothers hit new lows 
last year. 

The U.S. birth rate dropped 
for the third straight year, 
with declines for most 
ages and all races, ac¬ 
cording to a federal report 
released Thursday. Teens 
and women in their early 
20s hod the most dramat¬ 
ic dip to the lowest rotes 
since record-keeping be¬ 
gan in the 1940s. 

Also, the rate of cesarean 
sections stopped going up 
for the first time since 1996. 
Experts suspected the 
economy drove down 
birth rates in 2008 and 2009 
as women put off having 
children. With the 2010 fig¬ 
ures, suspicion has turned 
into certainty. 

“I don’t think there's any 
doubt now that it was the 
recession. It could not be 
anything else,” said Carl 
Haub, a demographer 
with the Population Refer¬ 
ence Bureau, a Washing¬ 
ton, D.C.-based research 
organization. He was not 
involved in the new report. 
U.S. births hit on all-time high 
in 2007, at more than 4.3 
million. Over the next two 


years, the number dropped 
to about 4.2 million and 
then about 4.1 million. 

Last year, it was down to 
just over 4 million, accord¬ 
ing to the new report from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

For teens, birth rates 
dropped 9 percent from 
2009. For women in their 
early 20s, they fell 6 per¬ 
cent. For unmarried moth¬ 
ers, the drop was 4 percent. 


Experts believe the down¬ 
ward trend is tied to the 
economy, which officially 
was in a recession from 
December 2007 until June 
2009 but remains weak. The 
theory is that women with 
money worries — especial¬ 
ly younger women — feel 
they can't afford to start a 
family or odd to it. 

That’s true of Mary Garrick, 
27, on advertising executive 
in Columbus, Ohio. She and 


her husband, David, mar¬ 
ried in 2008 and hoped to 
start having children quick¬ 
ly, in port because men in 
his family have died in their 
40s. But David, 33, was laid 
off that year from his nurs¬ 
ing job and again last year. 
He’s working again, but 
worries about the economy 
linger. “It kind of made us 
cautious about life deci¬ 
sions, like having a fam¬ 
ily. It’s definitely something 


that affected us,” she said. 
Many of the report’s find¬ 
ings ore part of a trend and 
not surprising, but a few did 
startle experts. 

One involved a statistic 
called the total fertility 
rate. In essence, it tells how 
many children a woman 
can be expected to have 
if current birth rates con¬ 
tinue. That figure was 1.9 
children lost year. In most 
years, it’s more like 2.1. 
More striking was the 
change in the fertility rate 
for Hispanic women. The 
rate plummeted to 2.4 from 
3 children just a few years 
ago. “Whoa!” said Haub, in 
reaction to the statistic. 

The economy is no doubt 
affecting Hispanic moth¬ 
ers, too, but some young 
women who immigrated 
ta the United States for jabs 
or other opportunities may 
have left, Haub said. 
Another shocker: The C- 
section rate. It rose steadi¬ 
ly from nearly 21 percent 
in 1996 to 32.9 percent in 
2009, but it dropped slightly 
to 32.8 last year. 

Cesarean deliveries are 
sametimes medically nec¬ 
essary. But health afficials 
have worried that many 
C-sections are done out 
of convenience or unwar¬ 
ranted caution, and in the 
1980s set a goal of keep¬ 
ing the national rate at 15 
percent. It’s too soon to 
say the trend has reversed, 
said Joyce Martin, a CDC 
epidemialogist wha co-au- 
thored the new report. 

But the pace of increase 
had slowed a bit in recent 
years, and assuming the 
decline was in elective C- 
sections, that's good news, 
some experts said.Q 
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Newspaper owners team up in deal-finding venture 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 

group of U.S. newspaper 
publishers and ather media 
campanies are teaming 
up to sell more advertising 
aimed at people looking 
for online deals. 

Eight companies formed 


RACHEL METZ 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — In¬ 
ternet phone service Skype 
said Thursday that it will let 
users at its software make 
videa calls ta their Face- 
book friends and receive 
them, tea. 

The free feature, released 
Thursday in a “beta” test 
version of Skype's software 
for Macs and PCs, expands 
on an existing partnership 
between the companies. 
Since July, Facebcok has 
allawed users with web¬ 
cams on their computers 
to make Skype-pawered 
videa calls on the social¬ 
networking site. And it had 
already been possible to 
chat with your Facebook 
friends through Skype’s 
instant-messaging feature, 
though there wasn’t yet a 
video component. 

Skype lets users make calls, 
canduct videa chats and 
send instant messages 
aver the Internet. Its basic 
services are free, while us- 
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a joint venture that has 
acquired Find n Save, a 
search engine focused on 
discount offers made by 
merchants in cities acrcss 
the U.S. The venture ac¬ 
quired Find n Save as part 
of its purchase of Travidia, 


ers pay for services such as 
calling regular phones from 
a computer. 

Jonathan 

Rosenberg, Skype’s 
chief technology strategist, 
said the company wants 
to help a billion people 
communicate, particularly 
with video. Working with 
Facebook “is really taking 
us a big step closer to that 


an aniine shapping service. 
Financial terms at that deal 
weren’t disclosed in Thurs¬ 
day’s announcement. 

Find n Save is tapping into 
the coupon craze that 
helped turn Groupon’s dai¬ 
ly-deal service into a hot 


goal,” he said. 

Faceboak, which is based 
in Palo Alto, California, has 
more than 800 million users 
worldwide. Skype, which 
is located in Luxembourg, 
has more than 170 million. 
Skype was bought by Mi¬ 
crosoft Corp. for $8.5 bil¬ 
lion earlier this year. Micro¬ 
soft owns a small stake in 
Faceboak. □ 


commadity. Althaugh it is 
still lasing money, Groupon 
Inc. is growing so fast that 
the 3-year-old company al¬ 
ready has a $15 billian mar¬ 
ket value. 

The search engine makes 
money from the advertisers 
in its database. Other ads 
can be placed by com¬ 
panies looking to connect 
with people whose search 
engine requests have sig¬ 
naled their interest in cer¬ 
tain products and services. 
The participating newspa¬ 
pers will share in the rev¬ 
enue and contribute daily 
deals covering their mar¬ 
kets to Find n Save’s index. 
Find n Save currently tracks 
local deals in 19 of the top 
50 U.S. markets. The joint 
venture plans to add 21 
mare top markets to the list 
during the next month. By 


the end of 2013, the joint 
venture expects more than 
400 newspapers ta be affili¬ 
ated with Find n Save. 
Newspapers have been 
mining the Internet far more 
revenue to offset a steep 
decline in print advertising 
that has triggered bank¬ 
ruptcies and massive cut¬ 
backs during the past three 
years. 

The drop has been driven 
by the Internet’s appeal ta 
advertisers looking for less 
expensive — and in same 
cases, mare effective — al¬ 
ternatives to print advertis¬ 
ing. 

The joint venture oversee¬ 
ing Find n Save will be run 
by acting CEO Christopher 
Trippe, who helped news¬ 
papers put together a part¬ 
nership with Yahoa Inc. that 
began five years aga.Q 
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Stocks sink; Spain becomes latest worry 


Specialist Donald Vaneck, center, works on the floor of the New 
York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Nov. 17, 2011. Stock indexes 
edged lower in early trading Thursday os spiking bond yields in 
Spain overshadowed the latest signs of growth in the U.S. econ¬ 
omy. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


DAVID K. RANDALL 
MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — A spike 
in borrowing costs for the 
Spanish government re¬ 
newed worries about 
Europe's debt crisis and 
pushed U.S. stocks lower for 
the second day in a row. 

A stalemate in Congress 
over cutting the budget 
deficit also pulled the mar¬ 
ket down Thursday. Tech¬ 
nology stocks sank otter 
NetApp and Applied Ma¬ 
terials predicted weaker 
earnings. 

In Spain, on auction of 10- 
yeor government bonds 
left the country paying 
interest rates of nearly 7 
percent. That's the highest 
rate since 1997 and a level 
that economists see as un¬ 


sustainable. Greece and 
Ireland received rescue 
loons from the European 


Union after their bond yields 
jumped above the some 
level. 

Concerns about Europe's 
debt crisis overshadowed 
better economic reports in 
the U.S. The number of peo¬ 
ple seeking unemployment 
benefits lost week fell to the 
lowest level in 7 months, a 
sign layoffs ore easing. 

“The economic data in the 
U.S. has been improving,” 
said Michael Sheldon, chief 
market strategist at RDM Fi¬ 
nancial in Westport, Conn. 


“If it weren't for Europe, I 
think equity markets would 
be doing much better 
right now.” 

The Dow Jones industrial 
overage dropped 134.86 
points, or 1.1 percent, to 
close at 11,770.73. The 
index wavered most of 
the morning, then turned 
sharply lower shortly after 
noon. It fell os many os 229 
points at 2:30 p.m. (1930 
GMT). 

Spain has much more 
debt than either Greece 
or Ireland, which would 
moke it difficult for other 
countries to rescue. 

Like Italy, whose main bor¬ 
rowing rate also spiked 
above 7 percent in the 
lost week, the country is 
burdened with high debts 
and slow growth. 

The Spanish bond auc¬ 
tion came a day after 
Fitch Ratings warned that 
major U.S. bonks could 
be “greatly affected” if 
Europe's debt crisis con¬ 
tinues to spread beyond 
the financially troubled 
Greece, Ireland, Portugal, 
Italy and Spain. 

Another looming concern 
for investors is that a Con¬ 
gressional supercomittee 


will flounder in its attempt 
to find $1.2 trillion in bud¬ 
get cuts before a Nov. 23 
deadline. Republicans and 
Democrats traded barbs 
over whether the other side 
was negotiating in good 
faith. 

“The worry is they're liter¬ 
ally going to get nothing 
done,” said Phil Orlando, 
chief equity market strate¬ 
gist at Federated Investors. 
“From my perspective os 
a financial markets profes¬ 
sional, I'm absolutely con¬ 
vinced that I could fix this 
in 10 minutes, but I get the 
impression we're watching 
a slow-motion train wreck.” 
The Standard & Poor's 500 
index lost 20.75, or 1.7 per¬ 
cent, to 1,216.16. 

The index fell below its ov¬ 
erage over the past 100 
days. That's a bearish sig¬ 
nal because many traders 
wait until indexes fall be¬ 
low such technical levels 
before deciding to unload 
their positions. 

Technology stocks fell more 
than the rest of the market. 
The Nasdaq slid 51.62, or 
2 percent, to 2,587.99. All 
three major indexes ore 
now down more than 3 
percent for the week.Q 


Report: UBS downsizing investment 
bank division 


UBS 

The Associated Press 
Swiss lender UBS AG told 
investors Thursday how it is 
downsizing its investment 
bonk and shrinking that di¬ 
vision's staff os the overall 
bonk tries to reduce risk. 

At on investor meeting in 
New York, CEO Sergio Er- 
motti outlined manage¬ 
ment's plans to shutter some 


of the investment bank's 
operations, while growing 
the wealth management 
business.The bank is trying 
to recover from a $2.3 bil¬ 
lion rogue trading loss. 

UBS said it anticipates per¬ 
sonnel at its investment 
bank unit will fall to 16,000 
by 2016 from the current 
18,000. The estimates in¬ 
clude 1,575 layoffs the 
company announced in 
August. 

Most of those cuts hove 


already token place. The 
company expects that re¬ 
maining jobs will be elimi¬ 
nated through attrition 
rather than layoffs. 

Ermotti also trimmed the 
bank's profit forecast. Fie 
said UBS is aiming for a re¬ 
turn on equity of between 
12 percent and 17 percent. 
Two years ago, former 
UBS CEO Oswald Gruebel 
hod set a return on equity 
goal of 15 percent to 20 
percent.Q 
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Boeing turns around with new 



A model of the newly revealed 737-AAAX passenger airplane, 
which feature redesigned CFM international LEAP-1 B engines, is 
photographed in Renton, Wash. Lion Air, a iarge private carrier 
in indonesia, ordered a total of 230 airplanes. That includes 201 
of the redesigned Boeing 737 “MAX” and 29 extended range 
737s. The order was announced today, Nov. 17, 2011, by the 
White House, as part of President Barack Obama's trip to Bali, 
Indonesia. 

(AP Photo/Stephen Brashear, File) 


JOSHUA FREED 
SAMANTHA BOMKAMP 
AP Airlines Writers 

Boeing is starting to fly right. 
An Indonesian airline’s 
commitment to buy $21.7 
billion worth of new planes 
is the latest good news for 
the company after a year 
when some things could 
have gone better. 

Earlier this week. Emirates 
Airlines ordered $18 billion 
worth of 777s. Both deals 
come shortly after Boeing 
finally began delivering 
its two newest planes, the 
next-generation 787 and 
the latest version of the 


iconic 747. Just a year ago, 
the outlook was dicier. The 
new 787 was already run¬ 
ning nearly three years late 
when an electrical fire on 
a test plane in November 
2010 forced it to suspend 
flight tests. The revamped 
747 was running late, too. 
And Airbus announced 
plans to put a new engine 
on its A320, making the 
plane more fuel efficient 
and a more potent com¬ 
petitor to Boeing's 737. 

The Airbus move forced 
Boeing to switch gears and 
offer a new-engine version 
of its 737 rather than build 


an all-new plane as it had 
originally expected to do. 
Boeing needed some suc¬ 
cesses, and it found them 
in Asia and the Middle 
East, where rising wealth is 
turning more people into 
travelers. Boeing expects 
demand for 11,450 planes 
in the Asia-Pacific region 
over the next 20 years, 
more than in any other part 
of the world. That number 
includes planes made by 
Boeing and competitors 
such as Airbus and new 
entrants into the market. 
Airbus has already booked 
1,268 firm orders for its 
A320neo, so named for its 
“new engine option.” 

The commitment by Indo¬ 
nesia’s Lion Air announced 
on Thursday is for 230 Boe¬ 
ing 737s. Lion Air also has 
options for 150 more planes, 
valued at $14 billion, bring¬ 
ing the deal's total poten¬ 
tial value to $35 billion. 

The order would be Boe¬ 
ing’s largest ever in terms of 
both volume and dollars. 
“This order is a big deal,” 
RBC Capital Markets ana¬ 
lyst Robert Stallard wrote in 
a research note to clients. 
The deal “gives a meaning¬ 
ful boost to Boeing’s back¬ 
log.” 

Most of the planes are the 
737 Max, a new version 


Delphi stock takes dip after IPO raises $530M 


TROY, Michigan (AP) — 

Shares of auto parts maker 
Delphi dropped in their first 
day of trading after sell¬ 
ing at $22 per share in an 
initial public stock offering 
on Thursday. The former 
General Motors Co. divi¬ 
sion's stock fell 63 cents, 
or 2.9 percent, to $21.37 in 
the late afternoon. Delphi 
Automotive PLC, based 
in Troy, priced its shares in 
the IPO at the low end of 
the expected range of 
$22 to $24. The IPO raised 
$530 million, but the com¬ 
pany won’t get any of the 
proceeds because stock¬ 
holders sold all 24.1 million 
shares in the offering. 
Delphi’s market capitaliza¬ 
tion is about $7 billion based 
on the afternoon price. 
GM’s stock performance 
after its IPO may have 
weighed on Delphi’s offer¬ 


ing. GM’s shares are down 
about 34 percent from the 
IPO price of $33 on Nov. 18, 
2010. Delphi’s stock is trad¬ 
ing on the New York Stock 
Exchange under the sym¬ 




bol “DLPH.” Underwriters 
may buy 3.6 million more 
shares from stockholders 
at the IPO price if there’s 
heavy demand from inves¬ 
tors. 

Delphi, which makes trans¬ 
mission controls, heating 
and air conditioning sys¬ 
tems, safety components 
and electronics, was spun 


off from GM in 1999. High la¬ 
bor costs and GM produc¬ 
tion cuts sent the company 
into bankruptcy protection 
in 2005, but it emerged 
four years later after being 
bought by a group of inves¬ 
tors. 

Most of the Delphi shares 
belonged to well-known 
hedge fund manager John 
Paulson’s Paulson & Co., 
which owned a 22 percent 
stake in the company. By 
selling about 20.6 million 
shares, Paulson & Co. will 
reduce its stake to about 
15.8 percent. The rest of 
the shares in the offering 
were held by other invest¬ 
ment firms. The new version 
of Delphi is smaller and has 
billions less in debt. It is in¬ 
creasingly looking overseas 
for growth, particularly in 
China, the world’s largest 
auto market. □ 


orders, new planes 


of Boeing’s most popu¬ 
lar plane with more fuel- 
efficient engines. It won’t 
be delivered to its first cus¬ 
tomer until 2017. Boeing has 
said it has about 600 com¬ 
mitments for the 737 Max. 
But the Lion Air deal is not a 
certainty. The airline still has 
to finalize the order, and it’s 
struggling. The Jakarta Post 
reported in August that Lion 
Air was ordered to ground 
13 planes so it would have 
more in reserve because it 
had too many late flights. 


“There’s always a risk 
that a deal’s going to fall 
through,” Citi analyst Jason 
Gursky said. “It’s a brutal 
industry, and when we go 
through periods of slower 
economic growth, there will 
be failures. It’s Boeing’s job 
to pick the winners and los¬ 
ers. But I think they’re pretty 
agnostic right now as to 
who they sell to.” 

Gursky said Boeing went on 
“order holiday” in 2011 be¬ 
cause it didn’t have a prod¬ 
uct to sell. □ 
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ON THREE SCREENS] 




With Spanish Subtitles 

Mon-Thurs 4:15/6:50/9:25 
Fri 4:15/6:50/9:25/12:00 
Sat 1:40/4:15/6:50/9:25/12:00 
Sun & Hoi 1:40/4:15/6:50/9:25 

Mon-Thurs 5:15/7:45 
Fri 5:15/7:45/10:15 
Sat 2:45/5:15/7:45/10:15 
Sun & Hoi 2:45/5:15/7:45 

Mon-Thurs 6:10/8:40 
Fri 6:10/8:40/11:15 
Sat 1:15/3:40/6:10/8:40/11:15 
Sun & Hoi 1:15/3:40/6:10/8:40 
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Adam Sandler Katie Holmes 

iJACK'dlL 

Mon - Thurs 5:30 / 7:30 / 9:30 
Fri 5:30/7:30/9:30/11:30 
Sat 1:30 / 3:30 / 5:30 / 7:30 / 9:30 /11:30 
Sun & Hoi 1:30 / 3:30 / 5:30 / 7:30 / 9:30 



Ben Stiller Eddie Murphy 




Mon - Thurs 4:45 / 7:05 / 9:25 
Fri 4:45/7:05/9:25/11:45 
Sat 2:25 / 4:45 / 7:05 / 9:25 /11:45 
Sun & Hoi 2:25/4:45/7:05/9:25 



Antonio Banderas Salma Hayek 


3D with Spanish Subtitles 

Mon - Thurs 4:25 / 6:35 / 8:45 
Fri 4:25/6:35/8:45/10:50 
Sat 2:15 / 4:25 / 6:35 / 8:45 /10:50 
Sun & Hoi 2:15/4:25/6:35/8:45 


Amanda Seyfried Justin Timberlake 

IN TIME 


With Spanish Subtitles 

Mon-Thurs 4:50/7:10/9:30 
Fri 4:50/7:10/9:30/11:50 
Sat 2:30/4:50/7:10/9:30/11:50 
Sun & Hoi 2:30/4:50/7:10/9:30 
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Rowan Atkinson Roger Barclay 





With Spanish Subtitles 

Mon - Thurs 4:40 / 7:00 / 9:20 
Fri 4:40/7:00/9:20/11:40 
Sat 2:20 / 4:40 / 7:00 / 9:20 /11:40 
Sun & Hoi 2:20/4:40/7:00/9:20 
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Conceptis Sudoku 



Blondie 

you KNOW, -Ul / THAT'S ^ 
SWEETHEART, \ )J WONDERFUL, 

I FEEL PRETTY OEAR, 

SOOD TODAY/ 

I'M ACTUALLY 
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LOOKING 
FORWARD 
TO GOINS 
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OFFICE 


Mother Goose & Grimm 

■pCWTWClRRMlM€lO(N&' 
T&IMPtANrTHlStlTKg 
TRACKING CHIP IM 
TOVouRcee 
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Baby Blues 



m\CW 0N16 OF US GETS 
TOLOS6 SLgePOMCK- 
Tuisowe? A^tFuP' 

\ Inou FO? (T. 

I y 

- 



OPIPCORB. 
PIPN'TWANT 

AT IT. 



7 



3 



2 


6 


3 



8 



5 





9 



1 



5 








9 


2 




8 


7 








4 



1 



4 





5 



1 



9 


6 


8 



2 



3 



Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Actress 
Margret 

4 Diminished 

9 Slip sideways 
on the road 

13 _ as a pin 

15 Without 
companions 

16 Nurse’s helper 

17 Title fora 
knighted lady 

18 _ away; 
dismisses 

19 Rush along, as 
water 

20 In prepared 

22 Friendly nation 

23 Freezing 

24 In one _ and 
out the other 

26 _ esteemed; 
very respected 

29 Goes on & on 

34 Narrow water 
passage 

35 Canoes & tugs 

36 Scalp secretion 

37 Precious 

38 Publicizes; 
makes much of 

39 Liza’s mother 

40 Slip up 

41 Eats nothing 

42 Important exam 

43 Furtive; sneaky 

45 With courage 

46 Groove 

47 Young woman 

48 Pond growth 

51 Vital 

56 Attire 

57 Made angry 

58 Musical work 

60 “See no 
hear no..,” 

61 Jagged 

62 Emperor who 
fiddled while 
Rome burned 

63 Great _; large 
dog 

64 Hinder; prevent 

65 Scout group 

DOWN 

1 Most common 
conjunction 
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Thursday’s Puzzle Solved 


2 Nowhere _; 
not even close 

3 That Tune” 

4 Without trouble 

5 Mixer speed 

6 Ulna or femur 

7 Ceases 

8 Pie & pudding 

9 African 
expedition 

10 Murder 

11 Teen _; young 
celebrity 

12 Like morning 
grass blades 

14 Educator 
21 Airhead 

25 Pack animal 

26 Conceals 

27 Still; lifeless 

28 Angry look 

29 Sullen; glum 

30 Consumes 

31 WA’s Puget _ 

32 _ wave; 
tsunami 

33 In a crafty way 
35 “Nonsense!” 

38 Raggedy 
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39 Ridiculously 
large number 

41 Common viral 
disease 

42 Knox or Worth 

44 Like land fit for 
growing crops 

45 Folder holding 
school papers 


47 Waterbirds 

48 Elderly 

49 Volcanic output 

50 Big smile 

52 Father children 

53 Thin opening 

54 Ridiculed 

55 Entice 

59 of a gun I” 
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Today In History 



DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 




l£ NOVEMBER 
'Dr. Cayama 


The Associated Press 
Today is Friday, November 
18, the 322nd day of 2011. 
There are 43 days ieft in the 
year. 

Highlights in history on this 
dote: 

1626 - St. Peter’s Basilica in 
Rome is consecrated by 
Pope Urban VIII. 

1666 - French capture An¬ 
tigua, West Indies, from the 
British. 

1820 - U.S. Navy Captain 
Nathaniel Palmer discovers 
the frozen continent of Ant¬ 
arctica. 

1830 - National Congress in 
Belgium decrees indepen¬ 
dence. 

1883-The United States and 
Canada adopt a system of 
Standard Time zones. 

1903 - United States and 
Panama sign treaty grant¬ 
ing the U.S. rights to build 
the Panama Canal. 

1905 - Japan declares pro¬ 
tectorate over Korea. 

1910 - The Mexican Revolu¬ 
tion breaks out, lasting 10 
years and killing more than 
one million people. 

1928 - Mickey Mouse makes 
his debut in the United 
States, in the first successful 
sound-synchronized car¬ 
toon, “Steamboat Willie." 
1936 - Germany and Italy 
recognize General Francis¬ 
co Franco’s government in 
Spain. 

1941 - British troops launch 
attack in West African des¬ 
ert in World War II. 

1958 - King Mohammed V 
calls for the “total and un¬ 
conditional” withdrawal of 
U.S. military bases, French 
and Spanish troops from 
Moroccan territory saying 
their presence is a menace 
to Morocco’s indepen¬ 
dence. 

1966 - U.S. Roman Catholic 
bishops do away with the 
rule against eating meat 
on Fridays. 

1970 - China names an 
ambassador to the Soviet 
Union, restoring top-level 
diplomatic relations for 
the first time in four years; 
West Germany and Poland 
agree to restore relations, 
ending 31 years of enmity. 
1976 - Spain’s parliament 
approves a bill to estab¬ 
lish a democracy after 37 


years of dictatorship. 

1977 - Egyptian embassy in 
Athens is stormed by Pales¬ 
tinian students, and an em¬ 
bassy in Beirut comes under 
rocket attack as protests 
spread over Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent Anwar Sadat’s plan to 
visit Israel. 

1978 - A total of 912 people 



Today is Chloe Sevigny’s 
birthday 


die in Jonestown, Guy¬ 
ana, after Peoples Tem¬ 
ple cult leader Jim Jones 
convinces most followers 
to kill themselves by drink¬ 
ing cyanide-laced punch. 
Others are shot to death or 
forcibly poisoned. 

1987 - Lawyers group re¬ 
ports systematic geno¬ 
cide, torture and use of 
chemical weapons by So¬ 
viet and allied troops in Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

1988 - U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan signs legislation 
creating a Cabinet-level 
drug czar and providing 
the death penalty for drug 
traffickers who kill. 

1989 - At least 800 people 
are left dead after a week 
of fighting in El Salvador. A 
third of the capital’s one 
million people are trapped 
without food or water dur¬ 
ing rebel siege. 


1991 - British hostage Terry 
Waite and American Thom¬ 
as Sutherland are freed by 
Shiite Muslim kidnappers in 
Beirut. 

1993 - Nigeria’s new military 
ruler. General Sani Aba- 
cha, dissolves all demo¬ 
cratic institutions. 

1994 - Palestinian authority 
police open fire at protest¬ 
ers for the first time, killing 12 
and wounding more than 
200 in Gaza. 

1995 - Hong Kong business¬ 
woman Alexandra Manley 
becomes princess of Den¬ 
mark in a glittering wedding 
to Prince Joachim, second 
in line to the throne. 

1996 - Russia’s new space 
probe to Mars fails shortly 
after blastoff and comes 
crashing back into the Pa¬ 
cific Ocean near Easter Is¬ 
land. 

1997 - A 75-year-old wom¬ 
an in Riga, Latvia, becomes 
the first to receive compen¬ 
sation from Switzerland for 
her suffering during World 
War II. 

1999 - Turkey, Azerbaijan 
and Georgia sign a deal to 
build a US$2.4 billion pipe¬ 
line that would move oil 
from the Caspian Sea to 
international markets with¬ 
out going through Russia or 
Iran. 

2000 - Leaders of Japan’s 
governing party reach a 
last-minute compromise to 
avert the removal of Prime 
Minister Yoshiro Mori in a 
no-confidence vote. 

2001 - A Spanish investiga¬ 
tive judge charges eight 
men with belonging to the 
al-Qaida terror network. 
2004 - Israeli troops mistake 
three Egyptian police of¬ 
ficers for Palestinian mili¬ 
tants and shoot them dead 
along Gaza’s border with 
Egypt, increasing tensions 
between the two neigh¬ 
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bors. 

2005 - Two bombs are 
found planted at branch¬ 
es of a Spanish-owned 
bank on the outskirts of 
Mexico City, the latest in 
a series of attacks against 
foreign financial institu¬ 
tions in the area in recent 
years. 

2006 - Relief teams trav¬ 
eling by donkey arrive in 
a mountainous province 
of western Afghanistan 
where flash floods killed at 
least 53 people and left 
dozens missing. 

2007 - A methane blast 
rips through a coal mine in 
eastern Ukraine, killing at 
least 70 miners. 
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Today’s Birthdays: 

William Hogarth, British art¬ 
ist (1697-1764); Carl Maria 
von Weber, German com¬ 
poser (1786-1826); Louis 
Daguerre, French pho¬ 
tographic pioneer (1787- 
1851); W.S. Gilbert, British 
playwright (1836-1911); 
Ignace Jan Paderewski, 
musician and first prime 
minister of Poland (1860- 
1941); Amelita Galli-Curci, 
Italian opera star (1890- 
1963); Peta Wilson, Austra¬ 
lian actress (1970-); Owen 
Wilson, U.S. actor (1968-); 
Chloe Sevigny, U.S. actress 
(1974-). 


Thought For Today: 

“’It can’t happen here’ is 
number one on the list of 
famous last words” — Da¬ 
vid Crosby, rock singer- 
musician. □ 
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Study: Triple threat paints grim future for frogs 



This undated handout photo provided by Christian Hof shows 
a marked Silverstoneia flotator. This species is currently not 
listed on the lUCN Red List of Threatened Species, because it is 
very common across its distribution which is located in Central 
America (mainly Costa Rica and Panama). 

Associated Press 
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SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Frogs, 
salamanders and other 
amphibians may eventually 
have no haven left on 
the globe because of a 
triple threat of worsening 
scourges, a new study 
predicts. 

Scientists have long known 
that amphibians are 
under attack from a killer 
fungus, chytridiomycosis, 
climate change and 
shrinking habitat. In the 
study appearing online 
Wednesday in the journal 
Nature, computer models 


project that in about 70 
years those three threats 
will spread, leaving no part 
of the world immune from 
one of the problems. 

Frogs seem to have the most 
worrisome outlook, said 
study lead author Christian 
Hof of the Biodiversity and 
Climate Research Center in 
Frankfurt. 

Meanwhile, federal 

scientists in the United 
States are meeting in St. 
Louis, Missouri, this week to 
monitor the situation and 
figure out how to reverse it. 
Several important U.S. 
amphibian species — 
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boreal toads in the U.S. 
Rocky Mountains and 
the mountain yellow 
legged frog in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains — are 
shrinking in numbers, said 
zoologist Steve Corn, who is 
part of the U.S. Geological 
Survey's Amphibian 

Research and Monitoring 
Initiative. The western part 
of the United States has the 
problem worse than does 
the East. About one-third 
of the world’s amphibian 
species are known to be 
threatened with extinction, 
and 159 species already 
have disappeared, a 2008 
international study found. 
“It’s no fun being a frog,” 
said prominent biodiversity 
conservationist Stuart Pimm 
of Duke University, who was 
not part of Hof's study or 
the USGS effort. “They are 
getting it from all three 
different factors.” 

Hof’s study was the first to 
look at projections of the 
three threats by geography 
and see if they overlap. 
While they overlap some, 
it is not nearly as much 
as expected. The wide 
distribution of threats leaves 
no refuge for amphibians. 
The strongest threats seem 
to be where the most 
species of amphibians 
live, concentrating the 
potential loss of diversity, 
said Hof and Ross Alford, 
an amphibian expert at 
James Cook University in 
Australia, who was not part 
of the research. □ 
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Demi Moore to divorce Ashton Kutcher 


Regis feels ‘pretty good’ as 
he prepares to exit Live! 


SANDY COHEN 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Demi 
Moore is ending her mar¬ 
riage to Ashton Kutcher, 
the 49-year-old actress told 
The Associated Press on 
Thursday. 

Moore and Kutcher, 33, 
were wed in September 
2005. The couple's relation¬ 
ship became tabloid tod- 
der in recent months as ru¬ 
mors swirled about Kutch- 
er’s alleged infidelity. 

“It is with great sadness and 
a heavy heart that I have 
decided to end my six-year 
marriage to Ashton. As a 
woman, a mother and a 
wife there are certain val¬ 
ues and vows that I hold 
sacred, and it is in this spirit 


that I have chosen to move 
forward with my life. This is 
a trying time for me and 
my family, and so I would 
ask for the same compas¬ 
sion and privacy that you 
would give to anyone go¬ 
ing through a similar situ¬ 
ation,” according to her 
statement to the AP. 

The pair frequently used 
Twitter to communicate 
with each other as millions 
of fans followed along — 
even amid rumors of Kutch- 
er’s infidelity. The day be¬ 
fore their sixth wedding an¬ 
niversary, Moore ominously 
quoted philosopher Epicte¬ 
tus: “When we are offend¬ 
ed at any man’s fault, turn 
to yourself and study your 
own failings. Then you will 


Tyler Perry defends casting 
Kardashian in new film 


forget your anger.” 

Moore and Kutcher cre¬ 
ated the DNA Foundation, 
also known as the Demi 
and Ashton Foundation, in 
2010 to combat the orga¬ 
nized sexual exploitation of 
girls around the globe. They 
later lent their support to 
the United Nations’ efforts 
to fight human trafficking, 
a scourge the international 
organization estimates af¬ 
fects about 2.5 million peo¬ 
ple worldwide. 

Moore was previously mar¬ 
ried to actor Bruce Willis for 
13 years. They had three 
daughters together— Rum- 
er. Scout and Tallulah Belle 
— before divorcing in 2000. 
Willis later married model- 
actress Emma Fleming in 
an intimate 2009 ceremony 
at his home in Parrot Cay 
in the Turks and Caicos Is¬ 
lands that was attended 
by their children, as well as 
Moore and Kutcher. □ 


In this June 9, 2011 file photo, actors Ashton Kutcher and Demi 
Moore attend the first annual Stephan Weiss Apple Awards at the 
Urban Zen Center in New York. Moore is ending her marriage to 
Ashton Kutcher. 

Associated Press 


In this Oct. 28, 2011 photo, 
long-time talk show host Regis 
Philbin appears on set during 
a broadcast of “Live! with Re¬ 
gis and Kelly”, in New York. 
After ruling morning television 
for 28 years as New York's Ev- 
eryman-about-town, the co¬ 
host who made performance 
art of TV gab is exiting what 
for a decade has been known 
as “Live! With Regis and Kelly.” 
His last day is Nov. 18. 

That’s fortunate, he said. 
It’ll take his mind off how 
he might be feeling Mon¬ 
day when “Live! With Kelly” 
goes on the air without him. 
Flis book tour will hove tak¬ 


en him to Miami then. 

“I'll probably watch the 
show from my hotel room,” 
he said, “and I’ll feel, ‘Omi- 
god, it’s so for away.’ 
Maybe it’ll be better that 
I’m watching it from down 
there.” 

Jerry Seinfeld will join Kelly 
Ripo on Monday os the first 
of o series of guest co-hosts. 
A permanent replacement 
will be named later. 

Joining Philbin in the studio 
for the press conference, 
Ripa said her new partner 
would necessarily hove o 
different style and forge o 
different dynamic with her 
than she has enjoyed with 
Reege since joining “Live!” 
in 2001. 

“Will we be able to recre¬ 
ate the Regis magic? No, 
of course not,” she said. 
“Only Regis has that.” 

She recalled that she had 
watched the show faith¬ 
fully bock when her prede¬ 
cessor, Kothie Lee Gifford, 
was teamed with Philbin. 
“I’m the ton who got the 
job!” Ripo said wistfully. “I 
cry o little bit every day. 
Fle’s meant so much to me 
and to everybody.”Q 


In this Sept. 13, 2011 file photo, TV Personality Kim Kardashian 
attends the Vera Wang 2012 Spring collection during Mercedes 
Benz Fashion Week at Lincoln Center in New York. 

Associated Press 


ATLANTA (AP) — Filmmaker 
Tyler Perry is defending his 
controversial decision to 
cost reality television star 
Kim Kardashian in on up¬ 
coming film about mar¬ 
riage. Perry announced 
that Kardashian will have 
a role in “The Marriage 
Counselor” shortly before 
she ended her 72-day mar¬ 
riage to NBA player Kris 
Flumphries, creating a buzz 
on social medio sites. 

Perry soys he wanted a 


younger cast, which Kar¬ 
dashian rounds out, to help 
attract younger viewers. In 
o statement on his web¬ 
site, Perry soys he thinks “it 
would be a very respon¬ 
sible of her to be o port 
of this film” and good for 
young people who see her 
os o role model to “see her 
in o film that is about what 
happens in life when you 
moke the wrong choices.” 
Perry asked for his tons’ 
understonding.Q 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Regis 
Philbin soys tons have told 
him he mokes them happy 
every morning. 

“I’m glad I did that,” he 
soys, “’cause it mode me 
happy.” 

But his decades of regular 
visits with viewers end otter 
Friday, when he steps down 
from the New York-based 
show he has co-hosted for 
28 years. 

“I feel pretty good,” he told 
reporters otter Thursday's 
edition of “Live! With Regis 
and Kelly.” But he noted 
that he may not feel that 
good next week. 

“I wasn’t looking forward 
to this moment,” said Phil¬ 
bin, who announced his 
decision to leave the syn¬ 
dicated show and try new 
things last January. “You 
never ore in your life when 
you’re leaving a success 
that you worked your toil 
off to moke.” 

After Friday’s sign-off, the 
80-year-old Philbin will em¬ 
bark on o book tour for his 
new memoir, “Flow I Got 
This Way.” 
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A documentary illuminates the elusive Woody Allen 


FRAZIER MOORE 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — You will 
see his typewriter, the Olym¬ 
pia portable Woody Allen 
has used for pounding out 
everything he has written 
since his teens. 

You will see the contents 
of the “idea drawer” in 
his bedside table where 
he stashes random paper 
scraps, any of which might 
inspire his next film. 

You will see him in the role 
of director, both in the dis¬ 
tant past and while making 
his 2010 film, “You Will Meet 
a Tall Dark Stranger” — a 
remarkable unveiling by an 
artist known for keeping a 
locked-down set. 

In sum, you will see this leg- 
endarily private filmmaker 
up close and personal, 
charming and candid, 
and, yes, funny as he strikes 
a clear contrast with the 
neurotic, death- and sex- 
obsessed Manhattanite he 
has famously depicted in 
so many classic films. 

Turns out. Woody Allen at 
heart is a writer. 

“Writing is the great life," he 
says at the start of the film, 
seen recumbent on his bed 
scribbling on a legal pad. 


7 ^ 



In this May 15, 2010 file photo, filmmaker Woody Allen poses during a photo call for the film “You 
Will Meet a Tall Dark Stranger”, at the 63rd international film festival, in Cannes, southern France. 
Allen will be profiled in the “American Masters” presentation, “Woody Allen: A Documentary,” air¬ 
ing Sunday and Monday at 9 p.m. EST on PBS. 

Associated Press 


Only when production be¬ 
gins on the screenplay he 
has written does reality set 
in, he says, and “all your 
schemes about making a 
masterpiece are reduced 
to. Til prostitute myself any 
way I have to, to survive this 
catastrophe.’" 


An “American Masters” pre¬ 
sentation, “Woody Allen: 
A Documentary” is a two- 
part, three-and-a-half-hour 
feast for all Woody fans and 
anyone else who is inter¬ 
ested in a prolific, persistent 
artist's creative world. It airs 
Sunday and Monday at 9 


p.m. EST on PBS. 

The film revisits Allen's child¬ 
hood in the Midwood sec¬ 
tion of Brooklyn and his first 
venture as a professional 
writer: supplying jokes to 
columnists and comics 
while still in high school. It 
covers his growing success 


Common plays freed slave 
on AMC’s ‘Hell on Wheels’ 


MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The his¬ 
tory of slavery in America is 
a history of resistance and 
rebellion. Yet, movies and 
TV do not always showcase 
those themes. 

That’s one reason why the 
rapper Common is excited 
about AMC's new series, 
“Hell on Wheels,” a Western 
that chronicles the building 
of the transcontinental rail¬ 
road. 

Common plays mixed- 
raced former slave Elam 
Ferguson, who works on 
the rail system. Portraying 
a slave, he says, is a big 
deal, particularly because 
his character defies the ste¬ 
reotypes often seen in films 
and television. 

“A lot of times we’ve seen 
slaves obviously going 
through so much pain and 


trouble, they were op¬ 
pressed and downtrodden, 
so it was more of a lower 
position. (My character) 
has been through a lot of 
things, but is holding his 
head up high and his shoul¬ 
ders are up strong,” says 
Common, who was born 
Lonnie Rashid Lynn Jr. 

At first. Common says he 
wasn’t interested in a TV 
role, but then his agent sug¬ 
gested he read the script 
for “Hell on Wheels.” Com¬ 
mon says it’s the first time 
he has played a character 
so complex. 

The Grammy-winning enter¬ 
tainer researched by read¬ 
ing about African slaves of 
the 19th century and visit¬ 
ing former plantations in 
South. He calls his journey 
“deep” and “heavy.” 

“I feel blessed that I’m able 
to represent what a black 


man, what a black person 
was at that time,” he says, 
“but it definitely was some 
weight and some pain.” 
One experience in filming 
the show, though, was re¬ 
ally difficult for Common: 
when white cast members 
used the N-word. 

“Even if you try to think that 
they’re acting, it still just 
doesn’t feel right,” he says. 
“You get that feeling like, 
‘Man, this is not good.’” 

The series, which airs Sun¬ 
days at 10 p.m. ET, was 
filmed in Canada. It centers 
on Cullen Bohannon (Anson 
Mount), a former Confeder¬ 
ate soldier and slaveholder 
who is avenging the death 
of his wife. Bonhannon set 
his slaves free a year before 
the Civil War. He takes a 
job overseeing the workers 
on the transcontinental rail¬ 
road, which includes Elam 



In this image released by 
AMC, Common portrays Elam 
Ferguson in the original series 
“Hell On Wheels.” airing Sun¬ 
days at 10 p.m. EST on AMC. 

Associated Press 

Ferguson (Common). 
Common, who appeared 
in “Smokin’ Aces,” "Ameri¬ 
can Gangster” and “Termi¬ 
nator Salvation,” and does 
a voice in “Happy Feet 
Two,” says the show focus¬ 
es on issues that still exist in 
today’s world.Q 


in the 1950s and 1960s as a 
comedy writer for TV, then 
as a rising standup comic in 
his own right. 

But this was all a prelude 
to “Take the Money and 
Run” in 1969, a zany come¬ 
dy he wrote, directed and 
starred in, his first outing as 
an auteur who, astonish¬ 
ingly since then, has aver¬ 
aged one film per year for 
more than 40 years. 

Allen never has been dis¬ 
tinguished by his box-office 
might, although “Annie 
Hall” (1977) was a critical 
and commercial sensation, 
and this year’s “Midnight 
in Paris” caught everyone 
off-guard by becoming his 
highest grosser yet. 
Speaking of his up-and- 
down fortunes, Allen says, 
with the flicker of a smile, 
“I don’t really care about 
commercial success — 
and the end result is, I rarely 
achieve it.” No la-di-da art¬ 
ist’s temperament compli¬ 
cates his working life. John 
Cusack, one of many stars 
from Allen’s films seen in 
the documentary, reports 
how, as a workday wears 
on, he will signal that it is 
time to speed things up: He 
does not want to miss the 
National Basketball Asso¬ 
ciation Knicks’ tip-off. 

“I don’t have the concen¬ 
tration or the dedication 
that you really need to be 
a great artist. I’d rather be 
home watching the ball- 
game,” says Allen. 

“In his own mind,” said 
Weide recently, “he’s just 
this journeyman director 
who has the opportunity to 
make a film a year, and so 
he does. And yet he grades 
himself on the same curve 
as Bergman and Kirosawa, 
so he thinks he is just some 
little pisher who has man¬ 
aged to get by with a per¬ 
centage of the public.” 
How did Weide win over 
Allen as the subject for a 
portrait when others had 
wooed him and lost? 

In the past, Weide (rhymes 
with “tidy”) produced doc¬ 
umentaries on The Marx 
Brothers, W.C. Fields, Mort 
Sahl and Lenny Bruce, 
comic heroes he happens 
to share with Allen, and he 
surmises that Allen, whom 
he had come to know ca¬ 
sually, was aware of their 
simpatico tastes. □ 
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The face of modern slavery 



NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
© 2011 New York Times 
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia - When 
I write about human trafficking as 
a modern form of slavery, people 
sometimes tune out os their eyes 
glaze over. So, Glazed Eyes, meet 
Srey Pov. 

She’s a tough interview because 
she breaks down os she recalls her 
life in o Cambodian brothel, and 
pretty soon my eyes ore welling 
up, too. 

Srey Pov’s family sold her to a 
brothel when she was 6 years old. 
She was unaware of sex but soon 
found out: A Western pedophile 
purchased her virginity, she said, 
and the brothel tied her naked 
and spread-eagled on o bed so 
that he could rope her. 

“I was so scared,” she recalled. ”1 
was crying and asking, ‘Why are 
you doing this to me?”’ 

After that, the girl was in huge de¬ 
mand because she was so young. 
Some 20 customers raped her 
nightly, she remembers. And the 
brothel twice stitched her vagina 
closed so that she could be resold 
os o virgin. This agonizingly pain¬ 
ful practice is common in Asian 
brothels, where customers some¬ 
times pay hundreds of dollars to 
rope o virgin. 

Most girls who hove been traf¬ 
ficked, whether in New York or in 
Cambodia, eventually surrender. 
They are degraded and terrified, 
and they doubt their families or 
society will accept them again. 
But somehow Srey Pov refused to 
give in. 

Repeatedly, she tried to escape 
the brothel but she said that each 
time she was caught and brutally 
punished with beatings and elec¬ 
tric shocks. The brothel, like many 
in Cambodia, also had a punish¬ 
ment cell to break the will of rebel¬ 
lious girls. 

As Srey Pov remembers it (and 
other girls tell similar stories), each 
time she rebelled she was locked 
naked in the darkness in a barrel 
half-full of sewage, replete with 
vermin and scorpions that stung 
her regularly. I asked how long she 
was punished this way, thinking 
perhaps an hour or two. 

‘‘The longest?” she remembered. 
‘‘It was a week.” 

Customers ore, of course, the 
reason trafficking continues, and 


many of them honestly think that 
the girls ore in the brothels vol¬ 
untarily. Many are, of course. But 
smiles ore not always what they 
seem. Srey Pov even remembers 
flirting to avoid being beaten. 

‘‘We smile on the outside,” she 
said, ‘‘but inside we ore crying.” 
Yet this is o story with a trium¬ 
phant ending. At age 9, Srey Pov 
was able to dart away from the 
brothel and outrun the guard. She 
found her way to a shelter run by 
Somaly Mam, an anti-trafficking 
activist who herself was prosti¬ 
tuted os o child. Somaly now runs 
the Somaly Mam Foundation to 
fight human trafficking in South¬ 
east Asia: She’s the one who led 
the brothel raid that I recounted 
in my last column. 

In Somaly’s shelter, Srey Pov 
learned English and blossomed. 
Now 19, Srey Pov can even imag¬ 
ine eventually having a boyfriend. 
‘‘Before I didn’t like men because 
they hit me and raped me,” she 
reflected. ‘‘But now I think that not 
all men are bad. If I find a good 
man, I can marry him.” 

Somaly is creating an army of 
young women like Srey Pov who 
have been rescued from the 
brothels: well-educated and 

determined to defeat human 
trafficking. Over the years. I’ve 
watched these women and girls 
make o difference, and they’re 
self-replicating. 

In my last column, I described a 
frightened seventh-grade Viet¬ 
namese girl who was rescued in a 
brothel raid that Somaly and I par¬ 
ticipated in. That raid in the town 
of Aniong Veng has already had 
an impact, for six more brothels in 
the area have closed because of 
public attention and fear that they 
could be next. And the seventh- 
grade girl is recovering from her 
trauma at a shelter run by Somaly, 
where a girl named Lithiya has tak¬ 
en her under her wing. 

Lithiya, now 15, is one of my fa¬ 
vorites in ‘‘Somaly’s army,” per¬ 
haps because she wants to be a 
journalist and has taught herself 
astoundingly good English. Traf¬ 
ficked at age 9 from Vietnam, 
Lithiya was locked inside a brothel 
for years before she climbed over 
a wall and escaped. Now a ninth 
grader, she is ranked No. 1 in her 
class. 

Srey Pov, Lithiya and Somaly en¬ 
countered a form of oppression 
that echoes 19th-century slavery. 
But the scale is larger today. By 
my calculations, at least 10 times 
as many girls ore now trafficked 
into brothels annually as African 
slaves were transported to the 
New World in the peak years of 
the trans-Atlantic slave trade. 

So for those of you doubtful that 
‘‘modern slavery” really is on issue 
for the new international agenda, 
think of Srey Pov - and multiply her 
by millions. If what such girls expe¬ 
rience isn’t slavery, that word has 
no meaning. It’s time for a 21st- 
century abolitionist movement in 
the U.S. and around the world.Q 



Something to shoot for 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2011 New York Times 

You may have noticed that Con¬ 
gress is unpopular. 

Really, really unpopular, actually. 
Only 9 percent of Americans ap¬ 
prove of the way Congress has 
been doing its job, according the 
latest New York Times/CBS News 
poll. And you do sort of wonder 
about that 9 percent. Do you think 
they misheard and thought they 
were being asked: ‘‘Do you ap¬ 
prove of Christmas?” 

This week, the House of Represen¬ 
tatives took time out of its busy 
schedule of going home for vaca¬ 
tion to remind us, once again, why 
it has the strong support of about 
as many people who believe Rick 
Perry should be the next president. 
It approved o bill requiring states 
with strict gun regulations to honor 
concealed weapon carry permits 
issued in states where the gun rules 
are slightly more lax than the re¬ 
strictions on who can dispense ice 
cream cones from a truck. 

‘‘This bill is about freedom,” said 
Rep. Chris Gibson, a Republican 
from upstate New York. 

In this Congress, it’s hard to find 
anything that isn’t. Cutting Social 
Security is about freedom. Killing 
funds for Planned Parenthood is 
about freedom. Once again, we 
are reminded that, as Janis Joplin 


used to sing, freedom’s just anoth¬ 
er word for nothing left to lose. 
Here’s on example of the way the 
House plan would work. California 
has very strict limits on who con 
get a permit to carry a concealed 
weapon, involving extensive 
background checks by local law 
enforcement. Utah, on the other 
hand, is really mellow about the 
whole thing. You don’t even have 
to live there to get a Utah permit. 
Just ask the 215,000 non-Utah folks 
who’ve gotten one. 

And, in Florida, ‘‘it is so easy that 
a staffer in one of our offices was 
able to complete the form in less 
than 30 minutes,” said Rep. Alcee 
Hastings, D-Fla. 

Under this bill, California’s strict 
rules on gun permits ore now ex¬ 
panded to include anybody who 
drives into the state waving a Flori¬ 
da or Utah permission slip. 

The bill passed 272-154. It’s a law- 
enforcement nightmare for states 
that take gun regulation seriously. 
There’s no national database that 
cops con check if they stop some¬ 
one who’s carrying a gun with an 
out-of-state permit. Some state re¬ 
cords aren’t available at all. 

‘‘A common-sense solution to 
adopt to today’s needs,” said Rep. 
Steve Chabot, R-Ohio, cheerfully. 
The opponents really did try every¬ 
thing, including the time-honored 
tactic of proposing that the bill be 
taken away and amended to say 
‘‘except for child molesters.” 

They also pointed out, in tones of 
deep irony, that Republicans are 
supposed to be big fans of states’ 
rights. But really, a vast major¬ 
ity of members of Congress have 
always believed that the states 
have o right to do anything that 
the member in question happens 
to like. 

‘‘It’s tougher when it’s those things 
you may disagree with that are left 
to the states,” said Rep. Dan Lun- 
gren, R-Colif., who should know 
since he was one of approximate¬ 


ly two gun-rights lawmakers who 
opposed the bill because of prin¬ 
ciples of strict constitutional con¬ 
struction. 

Anyway, the National Rifle Asso¬ 
ciation will be giving everybody a 
grade before they run for re-elec¬ 
tion. Screw around with this bill and 
you could be looking at a B-minus. 
There is o distinct cultural rift in this 
country between the people who 
feel safest when there are as few 
guns on the street as possible and 
the ones who believe that they 
aren’t secure unless they have 
o loaded gun around to protect 
themselves against evildoers. 

‘‘As millions of American families 
can attest, there is no greater 
threat to our families than - the 
ability to protect,” said Rep. Re¬ 
nee Ellmers, R-N.C., flung into in¬ 
coherence by the drama of the 
moment. What she pretty clearly 
meant to say was there was no 
greater threat than a crazed, 
knife-wielding zombie breaking 
through the doors of on unarmed 
household and trying to carry off 
the baby. ‘‘We must protect our 
families,” she concluded. 

Actually, the evidence suggests 
very strongly that a gun in the 
house will most likely be used to 
take out a relative. And guns in the 
house are not the subject of this bill 
anyway, since we’re talking about 
weapons being carted across 
state lines. So maybe the danger 
here is a crazed knife-wielding 
zombie breaking into the station 
wagon while the family is stopped 
for gas on the way to Disneyland. 
Anyway, God wants everybody to 
be armed. 

‘‘Mr. Speaker, rights do not come 
from the government. We ore, in 
the words of the Declaration of 
Independence, endowed by our 
creator with certain unalienable 
rights,” said Rep. Marlin Stutzman, 
R-Ind. Among these rights ore life, 
liberty and a pistol in the glove 
compartment.Q 
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Some companies penalize workers for bad habits 


REED ABELSON 
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More and more employers 
are demanding that work¬ 
ers who smoke, are over¬ 
weight or have high cha- 
lesteral shoulder a greater 
share ot their health care 


costs, a shift toward penal¬ 
izing employees with un¬ 
healthy lifestyles rather than 
rewarding gaod habits. 
Policies that impase finan¬ 
cial penalties an emplay- 
ees have daubled in the 
last twa years ta 19 percent 
of 248 major U.S. employ¬ 
ers recently surveyed. Next 
year. Towers Watson, the 
benefits consultant that 
conducted the survey, said 
the practice - among em¬ 
ployers with at least 1,000 
workers - was expected tc 
double again. 

In additian, anather survey 
released on Wednesday 
by Mercer, which advises 
companies, showed that 
about a third of employers 
with 500 or more workers 
were trying to coax them 
into wellness programs by 
offering financial incen¬ 
tives, like discounts on their 
insurance. So far, campa- 
nies including Home Depot, 
PepsiCo, Safeway, Lowe’s 
and General Mills have 
defended decisions to 
seek higher premiums from 
some workers, like Wal- 
Mart’s recent addition of a 


$2,000-a-year surcharge for 
some smokers. Many point 
to the higher health care 
costs associated with smok¬ 
ing or obesity. Some even 
describe the charges and 
discounts as a “more stick, 
less carrot” approach to 


get workers to take more 
responsibility for their well¬ 
being. 

No matter the character¬ 
izations, it means that smok¬ 
ers and athers pay mare 
than ca-warkers who meet 
a company’s health gaals. 
But some benefits specialists 
and health experts say pro¬ 
grams billed as incentives 
for wellness, by offering dis¬ 
counted health insurance, 
can become punitive for 
people who suffer from 
health prablems that are 
not completely under their 
control. Nicotine addiction, 
for example, may impede 
smokers from quitting, and 
severe obesity may not be 
easily overcome. 

Earlier this year, the Ameri¬ 
can Cancer Society and 
the American Heart Asso¬ 
ciation were among groups 
that warned federal of¬ 
ficials about giving com¬ 
panies tao much latitude. 
They argued in a letter sent 
in March that the leeway 
affarded employers could 
provide “a backdoor” to 
policies that discriminate 
against unhealthy workers. 


Kristin M. Madison, a pro¬ 
fessor of law and health 
sciences at Northeastern 
University in Bostan, said, 
“People are definitely wor¬ 
ried that programs will be 
used to drive away employ¬ 
ees or potential employees 


who are unhealthy.” 
Current regulations allow 
companies to require work¬ 
ers who fail to meet specific 
standards to pay up to 20 
percent of their insurance 
costs. The federal health 
care law raises that amount 
to 30 percent in 2014 and, 
potentially, to as much as 


half the cost of a policy. 
When Wal-Mart, the na¬ 
tion’s largest employer, re¬ 
cently sought the higher 
payments tram same smok¬ 
ers, its decision was can- 
sidered unusual, accord¬ 
ing to benefits experts. The 
amount, reaching $2,000 
more than for nonsmokers, 
was much higher than sur¬ 
charges of a few hundred 
dollars a year imposed by 
other employers on their 
smoking workers. 

And the only way for Wal- 
Mart emplayees ta avoid 
the surcharges was to at¬ 
test that their doctar said it 
wauld be medically inad¬ 
visable ar impossible to quit 
smoking. Other employers 
accept enrollment in to¬ 
bacco cessation programs 
as an automatic waiver for 
surcharges. 

“This is another example of 
where it’s not trying to cre¬ 
ate healthier aptians far 
people,” said Dan Schlade- 
man, directar at Making 
Change at Walmart, a 
union-backed campaign 
that is sharply critical of 
the company’s benefits. “It 
looks a lot more like cost- 


shifting.” 

Wal-Mart declined tc make 
an official available for an 
interview and prcvided lim¬ 
ited answers to questions 
through an email respcnse. 
“The increase in premiums 
in tobacco users is directly 
related to the fact that to¬ 
bacco users generally con¬ 


sume about 25 percent 
more health care services 
than nontobacco users,” 
said Greg Rcssiter, a ccm- 
pany spokesman. 

To qualify for lower premi¬ 
ums, Wal-Mart requires an 
employee to have stopped 
smoking. The company, 
which has more than 1 mil¬ 
lion employees, started of¬ 
fering an anti-smoking pro¬ 
gram this year, and says 
more than 13,000 workers 
have enrolled. 

Some labor experts con¬ 
tend that empicyers can 
charge workers higher fees 
only if they are tied tc a 
broader wellness pregram, 
althcugh federal rules dc 
not define wellness pro¬ 
grams. 

Employers cannot discrimi¬ 
nate against smokers by 
asking them to pay more 
for their insurance unless 
the surcharge is part of a 
broader effert tc help them 
quit, said Karen L. Handorf, 
a lawyer whe specializes in 
employee benefits for Co¬ 
hen Milstein Sellers & Toll in 
Washington. 

Many programs that ask 
employees to meet certain 


health targets offer rewards 
in the term cf lower premi¬ 
ums. At Indiana University 
Health, a large health sys¬ 
tem, employees who do 
not smoke and achieve a 
certain body mass index, or 
BMI, can receive up to $720 
a year off the cost of their 
insurance. □ 



Jerome Allen, who works for Wal-Mart, gave up smoking when he learned he paid $40 more a 
month for health insurance, in Fort Worth, Texas. More employers are demanding that workers who 
smoke, are overweight or have high cholesterol shoulder a greater share of their health care costs. 

(Mike Fuentes/The New York Times) 



Someone takes a smoke break outside the former MetLIfe building in New York. 

(Julie Glassberg/The New York Times) 
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